
COLLECT OF THE DAY
Leader: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader: Let us pray.
Collect for St. Francis
Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to renounce gladly the
vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis, we may for love of
you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy. O God, you have made us
and all living things. You are even more wonderful than what you have made. We
thank you for giving us these pets who bring us joy. As you take care of us, so also
we ask your help that we might take care of those who trust us to look after them.
By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in Jesus' name.
Amen.

Song of Praise

LESSON
(Seated)
The Creation Story (Abbreviated from Genesis 1:1-34)
In the  beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and a great dimness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over  the face of the waters. On the first day, God created light and
darkness. On the second day, God created the sky above and the waters below. On
the third day, God  formed the land and called it Earth, and gathered the water and



called it Sea. God  blessed the earth with vegetation and food. On the fourth day,
God separated the day  from the night, creating the sun, the moon, and the stars. On
the fifth day, God  brought forth swarms of living creatures in the air, in the water, and
on the land, and  God bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, God
created humankind  in God’s image, giving them dominion over the animals. God
blessed them and bid  them to be fruitful and multiply. On the seventh day, God saw
that everything that  God had made was very good and God rested and blessed the
seventh day and made  it sacred.

Prayer of St. Francis(to be said in unison)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, where there is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O,
God, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are
born to eternal life. Amen.

GOSPEL (Standing):
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to  Luke 8:26-39
People: Glory to you Lord Christ.

Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. As he
stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. For a long time he
had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the tombs. When he saw
Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have you
to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do not torment me’— for
Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it
had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but
he  would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) Jesus then
asked  him, ‘What is your name?’ He said, ‘Legion’; for many demons had entered
him. They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss.
Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged  Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the
demons came  out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down
the steep bank into  the lake and was drowned.
When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. Then people came out to see what had happened, and when
they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at
the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. Those who had
seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been
healed. Then all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked
Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat
and returned. The man from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be



with him; but Jesus sent him away, saying, ‘Return to your home, and declare how
much God has done for you.’ So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how
much Jesus had done  for him.
Minister: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

HOMILY

THE PRAYERS
Leader: Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed
upon us and for the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and
sea;  All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and
trees; All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: That each pet here may be treasured with care;
All: We pray to you, Lord.

Leader: That we may love and honor all your works, O God;
All: We pray to you, Lord.
Leader: That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant
creation;
All: To the honor and glory of your name, now and forever, we pray to you,
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
May you be blessed in the Name God, the Creator, Redeemer and of the Sustainer.
May you and your animals enjoy life together and find joy with the God who created
you. Amen.

Minister circulate through the congregation, blessing the animals individually.



PEACE (Standing) Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The people remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before He suffered, instituted the
Sacrament of His Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it
thankfully in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, Who in these holy mysteries
gives us a pledge of eternal life, and Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, Our Father, who art
in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy  will be done, on earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And  forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead  us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and  the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The following may be said or sung
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

The following may also be said:
We do not presume to come to this Your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in Your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy
so much as to gather up the crumbs under Your Table. But You are the same
Lord Whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore gracious  Lord,
so to eat the flesh of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His blood,  that we
may evermore dwell in Him, and He in us. Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts
by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]



After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CLOSING PRAYER (said together)
Almighty God, our great Creator, yours  are the praise, the glory, the honor and all
blessings! To you alone do all things  belong. Be praised for giving us the animals,
birds and fish which fill your  world. May we think of you and thank you when we
play with and care for our  pets. Be praised for making us so happy to have our
pets and to have them to  play with. We ask you, Lord, that we may be good to our
pets always, so that  they may be happy also. Help us always to take care of them
so that they will be  healthy. O God, your world is wonderful. May we all come into
your even  greater world of the kingdom of heaven where we shall see even more
wonderful things and where we shall live and love forever. This we ask to your
eternal  praise, and to our blessing. Amen.

BLESSING May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord show his face to  you
and have compassion on you! May God turn his face to you and give you peace!
And the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now  and
always. Amen.

Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God in loving memory  of
Barbara Taylor Clower by her entire family

NOTES

ECW all ladies of the parish are invited to gather at Noon on Tuesday, October 11th for
our monthly meeting. Bring a sack lunch and join in the conversation.
BLOOD DRIVE – Red Cross will host a blood drive here on Monday, October 17th.
Visit redcrossblood.org to make your appointment
October 12th – Compline resumes at 5:30 followed by dinner and discussion in the
parish hall – EVERYONE invited
Sunday, October 30th For the Love of all that's hallowed Sunday One service at
9:30 AM followed by Brunch, Ministry Fair and Trunk or Treat
PHOTOS – we are trying to create an updated parish directory. Please take a photo
of your family in front of the freshly painted Red doors and email it to the church
office at stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net. Be sure to identify everyone in the photo.
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