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CAMP ABLE IS HERE !
After a 2 year hiatus !!!

Our Summertime week of fun for diversely-able
Kids and Teens, Camp Able, is back! 

This year's theme:
LIGHTS, CAMERA, CAMP ABLE !

 
VOLUNTEERS are ALWAYS welcome !

One day or all week, contact Father Patrick

Don't miss our Talent Show
Friday, June  1

 

Learn more at:
www.campable.org/

 

UPCOMING !!!

Ladies' Night Out 
 

TOMORROW
Tuesday, June 28th the ladies of the parish are

invited to The Downtown Bistro on 25th
Avenue.  

Gather about 5 dinner at 6.
Contact Maryem Hopkins, Jan Shook or Jane

Swett
 

Men's Grillin' Group 
is taking a Summer break.

A LOOK BACK AT LAST WEEK...

Friday Evening, St. Peter's by-the-Sea was
host to TWO groups of VERY talented
young folks, the Mississippi Boys Choir and
the Mobile Children's Choir. Their
extraordinary gifts and dedication,
combined with the incredible acoustics of
our sanctuary made for a beautiful
concert. 

In case you missed it, check it out on our
Facebook page:
https://fb.watch/dVpHa3vhg-/

  

Mark your calendars for our
next Music Mass 

AUGUST 20th, 2022
Fish and Whistle

celebrating the 
Life and Music of 

John Prine.

RECENT STREAMS
Sunday Rite I 
Sunday Rite II 

VIA MEDIA

Weekly Worship Schedule 
THERE WILL BE NO

Wednesday Wave this week
Due to Camp Able festivities

 

Sunday by-the-Sea
Fourth Sunday after PENTECOST 

8:00 am Rite I *
9:30 am Coffee and Adult Sunday

School in the Great Room 
9:30 am Kids' Sunday School

10:30 am Rite II *
*Streaming Services

(technology willing)
10:30 am Children's Church

Child Care Available
 

June 26 -July 2
Birthdays

27th - Linda Lewandoski
28th - Bob Galloway

28th - Maryem Hopkins
28th - Mark Lishen
2nd - Noah Anglin

Anniversaries
30th - Dickie & Jane Ann Doucet

2nd - Troy & Susan Grantham

July 3 - July 9
Birthdays

4th - Mary Claire Rackley
4th - Chuck Rollins

6th - Pam Barrineau
6th - Tim Barrineau

6th - John Ruble
8th - Casey Funderburk

9th - Landry Bell

Anniversaries
7th - Jack & Heather Vincent

9th- Lloyd & Jeanie Munn

ECW News
Ladies' Night Out

All ladies are invited to gather at The
Downtown Bistro on 25th Avenue

Tuesday, June 28th. Gather about 5
dinner at 6.

https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/traveling-mercies-6-27-2022/
https://www.campable.org/
https://fb.watch/dVpHa3vhg-/
https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/third-sunday-after-pentecost-rite-i-deacons-mass-june-26-2022-800am/
https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/third-sunday-after-pentecost-rite-ii-deacons-mass-june-26-2022-1030am/
https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/via-media-the-middle-way-june-22-2022/


THE WEEK AHEAD

WEDNESDAY JUNE 29th 
The Feast day of 

Saint Peter & Saint Paul
 

Ezekiel 34:11-16
2 Timothy 4:1-8
John 21:15-19

Psalm 87

The Collect
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified
you by their martyrdom: Grant that your Church, instructed by
their teaching and example, and knit together in unity by your
Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one foundation, which is
Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
 

  

While there are no explicit
testaments to the deaths of St.
Peter or St. Paul in Scripture,
and though they were not
martyred at the same time,
tradition has placed the
commemoration of their
deaths together, as a result of
the Neronian persecution of
Christians in 64 A.D. Placing
the commemoration on June
29  was likely a reference to
an event in 258 A.D. when the
remains of the martyrs were
moved from their resting
places to avoid desecration
during persecutions ordered
by Valerian.
According to Holy Women, Holy Men, the martyrdoms of these
apostles were markedly different. The book records, "As a Roman
citizen, Paul would probably have been beheaded with a sword"
(HWHM, 446). His death would have been faster and less painful
than that of Peter, who, tradition holds, was crucified upside-
down at his own request, considering himself unworthy of dying
the same way as Jesus.

Images of Sts. Peter and Paul often include the instruments of
their martyrdoms. Paul may be depicted holding a sword and
holding open a book that reads "Spiritus Gladius," or "sword of
the Spirit." This references both Paul's beheading with a sword
and his letter to the Ephesians, in which he asks the Church to
take up "the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God" (Eph.
6:17). Peter, along with his traditional symbols of keys to the
kingdom of heaven, is regularly depicted with an inverted
cross.

The relationship between the two can be instructive to us as
modern-day Christians. From Holy Women, Holy Men, "Paul, the
well-educated and cosmopolitan Jew of the Dispersion, and
Peter, the uneducated fisherman from Galilee, had differences
of opinion in the early years of the Church concerning the
mission to the Gentiles. More than once, Paul speaks of
rebuking Peter for his continued insistence on Jewish
exclusiveness; yet their common commitment to Christ and
the proclamation of the Gospel proved stronger than their
differences; and both eventually carried that mission to Rome"
(HWHM, 446). Where might we within the Church learn to
appreciate each other's differing viewpoints? How can our
common commitment to Jesus Christ and the Gospel carry us
to the testing ground and beyond?

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 9, July 3rd

 

Readings: 
2 Kings 5:1-14

 Psalm 30 or 
 Isaiah 66:10-14

 Psalm 66:1-8
 and

 Galatians 6:(1-6)7-16
 Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

 
Collect:  
O God, you have
taught us to keep all
your commandments
by loving you and our
neighbor: Grant us the
grace of your Holy
Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and
united to one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lesser Feast Days and Fasts for this week

June 28 Irenaeus of Lyons, Bishop and Theologian, c.202

July  1 [Pauli Murray, Priest, 1985]

 July 2 [Moses the Black, Monastic and Martyr, c.400]

Lesser Feast Days and Fasts site

Support our 
Local Non-Profits

subscribe to our
 newsletter

 stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net

Are you getting notifications from our
mobile app ?

 There was a recent update of the app
that may keep you from receiving our
"push" notifications despite having
your notifications turned on. Please
uninstall your previous version and
reinstall from the appropriate
platform.

Scan
 for iPhone users

 

Scan for Android
 users

 

St. Peter's Ornaments make a great
Mother's Day gift

 

Commissioned in 2009, and the 4th in
a series of Downtown Gulfport
Landmarks, these cast pewter

ornaments are the
 original work of artist Maurice Milleur.

 Measuring approximately 2 3/4″ tall.
 These make great gifts and help 

 support our ECW.
 Ornaments are $20/each and may

be purchased by contacting any
ECW member or the church office.

Hello to St Peter's family and friends,
 I am trying to see if I can get a group

to go to a Shucker's baseball game. 
 The dates being considered are on

Thursday nights of June 23rd or 30th.
Thursday nights are $2 Yuengling
drafts, $2 fountain drinks and $2

th

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/PetPaul.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/PetPaul.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/PetPaul.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearABC/HolyDays/PetPaul.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ot2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#ps2
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Pentecost/CProp9_RCL.html#gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Jun/Irenaeus.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Jul/Murray.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Jul/MosesTheBlack.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/TxtIndexLFF.html
https://gulfcoastministry.org/
http://feedmysheepgulfport.org/
https://graceatthegreenlight.org/
mailto:stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net


The Feast Day of 
Saint Peter and Saint Paul
June 29th
From St. James' Episcopal Church Richmond, VA

 
"Both apostles share the same feast day, for these two were
one; and even though they suffered on different days, they were
as one. Peter went first, and Paul followed. And so we celebrate
this day made holy for us by the apostles' blood. Let us
embrace what they believed, their life, their labors, their
sufferings, their preaching, and their confession of faith."  - St
Augustine
 

Peter
Peter was very likely a middle-
aged man when Jesus called
him. He was a fisherman from
Bethsaida, a village near the
Lake of Galilee. Perhaps he
was part of a fisherman's co-
op with his brother Andrew
and friends James and John.
At any rate, Andrew
introduced Peter to Jesus.
Jesus said, "You are Simon
son of John; you are to be
called Cephas, meaning
Rock."
 
During the three years the
apostles lived with Jesus,
Peter showed definite signs of
leadership. He was often the
spokesman for the group. When Jesus asked, "Who do you say I am?"
Peter replied, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." It was Peter
who objected to Jesu' stating that he was on his way to Jerusalem to
suffer and die. He appears lovable, impetuous, practical, and
sometimes weak under pressure. Jesus loved him dearly, even after
Peter denied knowing him during the passion.
 
Peter was one of the 12 Apostles of Jesus. Roman Catholic tradition
holds that Jesus established Peter as the first pope (Matthew 16:18).
Jesus also gave him "the keys of the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew
16:19), which is why he is often depicted at the gates of heaven in art.
After Jesus' death, he served as the head of the Apostles and was the
first to perform a miracle after Pentecost (Acts 3:1-11). 
 
Peter was imprisoned three or four times. Finally, in Rome, he was
sentenced to death by crucifixion. Out of respect for his Master, Jesus,
he asked the guard to fasten him to the cross upside down.
 
Paul
Paul received the best education. Being a strict Jew, he persecuted the
Christians who were teaching strange new things. One day on the way
to Damascus, Paul had a dramatic encounter with God. He'd been
traveling there to do some more persecution, when he was surrounded
by a great light from heaven which blinded him. He then encountered
Jesus Christ, was baptized, and had his sight restored. 
 
From this point on he took the name Paul, his name was Saul, and was
an unstoppable force for God. Paul became the greatest Christian
missionary, preaching and founding churches. In the beginning, Paul
had difficulty convincing the Jewish Christians that non-Jews could be
baptized and did not have to follow Jewish rules. He finally won.
 

 
For about thirty years Paul traveled around the Roman Empire
preaching about Christ and suffering. From his many letters that are
in the Bible and from the Acts of the Apostles, Paul's greatest
impact on Christian history comes from his letters, which are the
most influential books of the New Testament after the Gospels. 
 
There are 13 epistles (letters) attributed to Paul in the New
Testament: Romans, 1 Corinthians,
2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, 1
Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, Titus, and
Philemon. 
 
The Christological statements in his letters have been particularly
important in the development of Christian theology. Although they
do not form a complete system, they show a powerful mind
grappling with the question of how to express the relationship
between Jesus the Christ and God the Father. He was the right man
to build the bridge between Jewish religion of the Old Testament
and the Christianity of the New Testament. 
 
Paul was imprisoned and finally beheaded outside of the walls of
Rome.
 
Collect for the Feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul
Almighty God, whose blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you
by their martyrdom: Grant that your Church, instructed by their
teaching and example, and knit together in unity by your Spirit, may
ever stand firm upon the one foundation, which is Jesus Christ our
Lord; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
 
Washington National Cathedral 
is officially known as the 
Cathedral Church of St. Peter and St. Paul
 
June 29 marks the double feast of the Cathedral's own patron saints,
Saint Peter and Saint Paul. The name comes courtesy of the Rev.
George William Douglas of St. John's, Lafayette Square, who helped
to draft a constitution for the nascent "church for national purposes."
Long-established tradition records that Simon Peter, one of the
Apostles, was the first pope; his name, meaning "rock," occasioned
Jesus' remark that that disciple would become "the rock" on which
he would build his church (Matthew 16:18). Paul, originally named
Saul, was a Roman citizen who persecuted Christians before a
powerful conversion experience on the way to Damascus in which
he both lost and regained his sight (Acts 9). His letters to early
Christian communities are among the earliest-dated Scriptures in
the New Testament. 
Peter and Paul were by no means perfect individuals. In addition to
his cruel past, Paul claimed to suffer from a "thorn in the flesh" (2
Corinthians 12:7-10); Peter makes himself known for rash and
impulsive nature in the New Testament rather than rocklike stability
(Matthew 17:4-6; 26:75). 
Both martyrs' very accessible humanity makes them ideal patrons
for a Cathedral that prides itself as a house of prayer for all people.
The name of the Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul
unites the memory of two powerful early fathers of Christianity who
frequently have separate churches dedicated in their honor. Most
powerfully, the unification of the two saints in Washington reflects
the enduring ideal of reconciliation behind the National Cathedral,
since Peter and Paul didn't always agree on everything. The ideal of
unity - between these two great apostles and among all people - is
reflected in the prayers appointed for June 29:  Almighty God, whose
blessed apostles Peter and Paul glorified you by their martyrdom:
Grant that your Church, instructed by their teaching and example, and
knit together in unity by your Spirit, may ever stand firm upon the one
foundation, which is Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns with
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

hotdogs... .YUM!! So let's cheer on the
Shucker's and have a great time! For
now, I want to see how many folks
would be interested. Ticket price

would start at $12.50 and gets less as
the group gets bigger.So if anyone is,
send me a text at 469-888-0444 or

drop me a email
at abbracadabra101@gmail.com and

leave a contact name and head
count and a phone number.

Thanks,
Dennis Boer

For the Kids !
Youth Groups
@diomsyouth

 

 
Check out all of the upcoming events 

for our youth and follow their 
instagram page

Sunday, June 26th
The Woman at the Well

In John 4:1-42, Jesus witnesses to a Samaritan woman. In this
lesson, children will learn that Jesus alone can meet our

deepest need.

Sunday, July 3rd
Feeding the 5000

Jesus did many miracles. In Matthew 14:13-21, He
feeds more than five thousand people with just five
loaves of bread and two fish. The passage reminds

https://doers.org/feast-of-saints-peter-and-paul/
mailto:abbracadabra101@gmail.com
https://linktr.ee/Diomsyouth
https://linktr.ee/Diomsyouth
https://linktr.ee/Diomsyouth
https://www.instagram.com/diomsyouth/?hl=en
https://truewaykids.com/samaritan-woman/
https://truewaykids.com/samaritan-woman/
https://truewaykids.com/feeding5000/
https://truewaykids.com/feeding5000/


 
 

 

Key Points:

Jesus is the living water.

Jesus became human, just like us.

Jesus doesn't see people like everyone else.

The Woman at the Well (USA) pdf

Babies and Toddlers

Lesson pack for over 5s

Preteens and Teens

us that Jesus cares about our physical and spiritual
well-being and that nothing is impossible for Him.

Key Points:

God can do the impossible.

God cares about our needs.

God can use small things to do great things.

Feeding of the 5000 (USA) pdf

Babies and Toddlers

Lesson pack for over 5s

Preteens and Teens

INSPIRATION

Rise
The Rev. Liz Jones for the Episcopal Cafe

2 Kings 2:1-2,6-14
"Where is the Lord, the God of Elijah?" It's a question on many, many lips
in these days. Where IS the Lord in all this? 
Guns, babies, women, immigrants, children, men: where in the world is
the Lord, the God of Elijah? Our cry is a cry from our hearts, nearly all our
hearts, no matter which of many viewpoints we have. It is a cry from the
depths of us.
Perhaps, to answer that question, we first need to look to Elisha. His cry
might have been one of desperation and sorrow. His Prophet had just
gone and his world as he knew it, had too. But instead, I assert his cry
was a mighty warriors' cry, one of power and generation, fueled by the
one thing that can rocket our visions and prayers to fruition, and that is -
Faith.
He had listened to Elijah and believed him. He had rent himself from
self-doubt and sorrow, and brought forth a new power of being - of
Being a prophet. And then he acted; he generated the waters parting -
and they did.
 

But what about us, you may be asking? How do we get to the place where we can
call forth a new thing, delight in a new vision? How must we "rise to the occasion" as
it were. The key is in the story itself. It lies at the heart of everyone who has ever
called forth a new possibility. If I could put my finger on it, I can only call it - faith. A
turning away from doubt and despair and a rending of the garments of "no
possibility" and "anger" and a strengthening of our backbones that we have listened
and heard the One whom we follow and out of that listening have struck the waters
of life and brought forth a new thing. A new thing comprised of loving our neighbor
as ourselves, born from our love of God.

The Way
Pentecost 3 (C) - June 26, 2022
Joseph S. Pagano

[RCL] 2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14; Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20; Galatians 5:1,13-25; Luke 9:51-
62

Every journey is a
quest. At least, that's
what people who
think about stories
tell us. It doesn't
matter if you are King
Arthur in search of
the Holy Grail, Don
Quixote in search of
his lady Dulcinea del
Toboso, or Dorothy just trying to get home. And if our lives, from birth to
death, from ignorance to wisdom, from exile to return, can be described as
a journey, then we are also on a quest. And no quest is easy. Every time we
set out on a journey, we will face trials and tribulations. These may come in
the form of a dragon or an evil knight or flying monkeys, but by confronting
these challenges, we will be transformed. We will not be the same people
we were when we set out on the journey.

Our Gospel lesson for today comes from the beginning of what scholars call
Luke's Travel Narrative. It is the story of Jesus' journey from Galilee to
Jerusalem, a movement from the north to the south. It is a journey from the
life he knew in Galilee to the death he will experience in Jerusalem. It is a
story in which Jesus will be transformed from a prophet into the crucified
Messiah, and Jesus' followers will be transformed from bystanders into
disciples. On the journey to Jerusalem, we explore the mystery at the very
heart of the Christian faith, the mystery of who we are called to be and what
we are called to do.

The early Christians used to refer to themselves as "The Way." Luke, our
Gospel writer, is actually the first person to record this name for the early
Christian movement. And it seems that by calling themselves "The Way," the
early church was saying something really important about who they were.

At this point, his disciples, James and John, become enraged. They are traveling
along, and the Samaritans basically blow them off, and they completely lose their
temper. True to their nickname, "the Sons of Thunder," they turn to Jesus, veins
bulging and hearts pounding, and say, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to
come down from heaven and consume them?"

Now, this is some serious First-Century, Middle-Eastern Road Rage. A village does
not welcome them on their way to Jerusalem and the disciples want to call down fire
from heaven!

Think about how different the meaning of the Christian life would be if Jesus had said
"yes" to their request for vengeance. Can you imagine tuning into the nightly news
and hearing that there is a backup on the Beltway because of a road rage incident? It
seems like one of these aggressive drivers from D.C. cut off a van carrying the "Sons of
Thunder Glory Hallelujah Praise Band from the Church of St. James and St. John." The
Church members became so enraged that they called down fire from heaven, which
completely consumed the vehicle from D.C. Emergency workers are on the scene and
the clean-up could take several hours.

Sometimes, we may wonder where Jesus found these early followers! For
goodness' sake, they honestly asked Jesus, the Prince of Peace, "Lord, do you want
us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?" Of course, Jesus says, "no" to
the disciples' request for violence and vengeance. In fact, he says "no" in the
strongest possible terms. Luke tells us that Jesus "rebuked" them. In the Greek text,
the verb "to rebuke" is what Jesus does when he encounters demons. In the
disciples' request for vengeance, in their request to call down fire from heaven on
their enemies, Jesus sees something demonic, and he rebukes them.

No more vengeance. No more First-Century, Middle-Eastern Road Rage. The way of
discipleship, the way of being a follower of Christ is not to be the way of hatred and
revenge. Traveling with Jesus, on the road to Jerusalem, the disciples learn a deep
truth about the Christian life. No more hate. No more retaliation. No more fire from
heaven. Jesus had taught his disciples to love their enemies, to do good to those
who hate them, to pray for those who mistreat him. In fact, Jesus had taught James
and John these very lessons in the Sermon on the Plain before they had begun their
journey through Samaria. And yet, we know there is a big difference between
understanding the words and living the truth of the words. Traveling with Jesus, on
their journey to Jerusalem, the disciples learn the hard truth of loving their enemy.

https://www.mediafire.com/file/v696emfjyq5t6f0/NT24+The+woman+at+the+well+USA.pdf/file
https://www.mediafire.com/file/v6qa4l4e37byfp0/NT24+baby.pdf/file
https://www.mediafire.com/file/rxeg6kz18smqe7m/NT24+The+woman+at+the+well+5+.pdf/file
https://www.mediafire.com/file/8mcdk7etaxxzmxw/NT24+TEENS.pdf/file
https://www.mediafire.com/file/svugmwi6g7h0njd/NT25+feeding+5000+USA.pdf/file
https://www.mediafire.com/file/nh50zr2ssc6k2ug/NT25+baby.pdf/file
https://www.mediafire.com/file/s6kt1vcgyf59lge/NT25+feeding+5000+5+.pdf/file
https://www.mediafire.com/file/edw4gc8o2cv6by3/NT25+TEENS.pdf/file
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/authors/joseph-s-pagano/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/lectionary/proper-8c/


Did you know there are RCL 
(Revised Common Lectionary) 

Readings for each day ?

While there is a little overlap each day, they
are posted on-line as a service of the

Vanderbilt Divinity Library:

Daily Readings

Daily Readings for this week

Monday, June 27, 2022:
 Semi-continuous: Psalm 75; 2 Kings 2:15-22; 1 John 2:7-11

 Complementary: Psalm 140; Genesis 24:34-41, 50-67; 1 John 2:7-11
Tuesday, June 28, 2022:

 Semi-continuous: Psalm 75; 2 Kings 3:4-20; Ephesians 5:6-20
 Complementary: Psalm 140; Jeremiah 3:15-18; Ephesians 5:6-20

This was not a static and settled community. They did not refer to
themselves as "The Immovable Fortress of Faith" or "The Mighty Temple of
Absolute Truth." Rather, they referred to themselves as "The Way." And that is
a name for a group of people who see themselves on the move, who find
their true identity on the journey, who discover their deepest and truest lives
as they follow Christ on his way of self-giving love. And this journey, like all
journeys, will mean facing trials and tribulations. There will be risks and
there will be conflict. But there is also a promise. The promise that on the
journey we will be transformed. The promise that in losing our lives, our lives
will be saved. The promise that on "The Way," we will find new and abundant
life. Luke tells us, "When the day drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set
his face to go to Jerusalem," and some of his disciples followed him on "the
way."

The first episode of this journey occurs in Samaria. It is a fascinating story
that we might think of as a bit of First-Century, Middle-Eastern Road Rage.
Jesus and his disciples are traveling through Samaria on their way to
Jerusalem. Now, that Jesus chose a route through Samaria is itself an
interesting detail, because Jews and Samaritans did not like each other. Like
so many Middle Eastern neighbors, then and now, they had a centuries-long
conflict going. One of the flashpoints had been the destruction of the
Samaritan Temple around 128 BC by the Jewish ruler, John Hyrcanus,
because he saw it as an unholy rival to the true temple in Jerusalem. A sure-
fire way to get a group of people to really hate you is to destroy their place
of worship! In fact, the dislike between Jews and Samaritans was so bad that
in Jesus' day, many Jews avoided traveling through Samaria altogether.
They would take a long detour around the whole country. There was sort of
an unofficial travel advisory saying it was unsafe for Jews to travel through
Samaria. Then, as now, there are just some places in the world where it is
not safe to go.

But Jesus does not take the detour around Samaria. He resolutely sets his
face toward Jerusalem, and he begins traveling south on the road through
Samaria. And not surprisingly, because he is on his way to Jerusalem, the
site of the hated Temple of the Jews, Jesus is not welcome. Luke tells us
that they "did not receive him, because his face was set toward Jerusalem."

It is easy to say, but hard to do. It was hard to do then, and it is hard to do now. But
we are called to follow a Lord who did not call down fire from heaven on his
enemies. We are called to follow a teacher who told us to bless those who curse us
and to pray for those who spitefully use us. We are called to follow Christ on his way
to Jerusalem, on his way to the cross, where he did not curse his enemies, but rather
prayed, "Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing."

The Christian life is a journey. It is a journey in which we discover our deepest and
truest lives, the truth of who we are called to be and how we are to live together in
this world. The earliest Christians called themselves "The Way." On the road to
Jerusalem, following Jesus on his way of self-giving love, the first disciples learned
that they must die to the old ways of anger and hatred, and rise to the new life of
forgiveness and love. This may not have seemed like a realistic way for first-century
Jews traveling through Samaria to live. It may not seem like a realistic way to live in
our present-day world, either. And yet, it may be our only realistic hope for the future.

On a dusty road, in the middle of a hostile, Middle-Eastern country, some followers
of Jesus asked, "Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven
and consume them?"

Jesus turned to them, and he rebuked them.

And they went on to another village.

As they were going along the road, they met another person.

And Jesus said to him, "Follow me."

The Rev. Joseph S. Pagano is an Episcopal priest who serves in the Anglican Parish of
Pasadena and Cormack in Newfoundland, Canada. He is a faculty member in theology
at Queen's College in St. John's, Newfoundland. His most recent book is Common
Prayer: Reflections on Episcopal Worship.

 
From the Episcopal Church website: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/sermon/the-
way-pentecost-3-c-june-26-2022%ef%bf%bc/

Bible Study: Pentecost 3 (C)

June 19, 2022

[RCL] 1 Kings 19:15-16,19-21; Psalm 16; Galatians 5:1,13-25; Luke 9:51-62

 

1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-
21

Elijah is a tired
prophet at this point
in 1 Kings, though
that's difficult to tell
from this small
periscope. Elijah has
just experienced the
"fine" or "thin" sound
in a cave on the mountain, revealing the Lord's presence. But he is still tired.
The beginning of the end of his prophetic career looms. The Lord tells him
to anoint Elisha as his successor.

Elisha's response to the passing of the mantle is a bit bizarre; he asks to
return to kiss his mother and father, but when Elijah seemingly gives him
permission to do so, Elisha makes a ritual meal and provides a sacrificial
thanks-offering for "the people." Elisha leaves to follow Elijah, to become his
servant (not yet his successor), without saying goodbye.

 

Elijah is getting ready to leave his prophetic calling; Elisha is leaving his family. We
have a story of departures and endings in this Old Testament text. We encounter a
prophet who is tired and a successor ready to work for the Lord at whatever cost.

Where has God showed up in the endings and departures in your community?
What does "passing the mantle" teach us about sharing the load? 

Psalm 16

"In your presence there is fullness of joy"

I wonder what joy looks like most days. Does it look like simple, routine, ordinary
moments of purpose and connection? Is it having a hand to hold in the dark night? Is
it a well-made meal around a table with loved ones? Is it ecstasy? Joy is the above
and so much more. But our psalmist points us to the source of the "fullness of joy" -
to the God who protects you and is before you and who gives you counsel. In God's
presence, there is fullness of joy. And like Elijah experienced earlier in 1 Kings 19, the
presence of God is sometimes unexpected, unusual, wholly different from one's
previously conceived notions. The presence of God can be as quiet as silence, as
mysterious as a burning bush that is never consumed, and as miraculous as bread
and wine offered to us at God's table. Joy is found wherever we encounter God.

Where are you finding the "fullness of joy" right now?
How are you practicing mindfulness or attentiveness to the presence of God?
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  Wednesday, June 29, 2022:
Semi-continuous: Psalm 75; 2 Kings 4:1-7; Matthew 10:16-25
Complementary: Psalm 140; Jeremiah 23:16-22; Matthew 10:16-25
Thursday, June 30, 2022:
Semi-continuous: Psalm 30; 2 Kings 4:8-17; Romans 7:14-25
Complementary: Psalm 66:1-9; 2 Kings 21:1-15; Romans 7:14-25
Friday, July 1, 2022:
Semi-continuous: Psalm 30; 2 Kings 4:18-31; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7
Complementary: Psalm 66:1-9; Jeremiah 51:47-58; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7
Saturday, July 2, 2022:
Semi-continuous: Psalm 30; 2 Kings 4:32-37; Luke 9:1-6
Complementary: Psalm 66:1-9; Zechariah 14:10-21; Luke 9:1-6
Sunday, July 3, 2022: Proper 9 (14)
Monday, July 4, 2022:
Semi-continuous: Psalm 6; 2 Kings 5:15-19a; Acts 19:21-27
Complementary: Psalm 119:73-80; Jeremiah 6:10-19; Acts 19:21-27
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"O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: 
preserve those who travel; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; 

and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."
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