
St. Peter's by-the-Sea, Gulfport, MS     A weekly guide for our kingdom journey December 6, 2021

TOMORROW, Tuesday December 7th
All ladies of the parish are invited to share in a little Seasonal

Cheer
 

Join us for our annual 
Holiday Celebration

Bring an hors-d'oeuvres, 
beverage and a friend

When: Tuesday, December 7th, 5:30PM
Where: The Great Room of the Parish Hall

What: Fun, Food and Fellwship

2021 Christmas Service Schedule

Sunday, December 19th at 5:30PM
 Lessons and Carols performed by the Handbell

choir

Christmas Eve
 Friday, December 24th at 5:30PM 

 Rite II with Children's participation in 
 "Walk through Bethlehem" 

 followed by Apple Cider in the parish hall

Friday, December 24th at 10:00PM 
 Chorale Christmas Performance

Friday, December 24th at 10:30PM
  Rite II service of Holy Eucharist, candles and

special music

Christmas Morning
 Saturday, December 25th at 11AM 

 Blessing of the Toys Service

Christmas 1
 Sunday, December 26th at 8AM and 10:30 AM 

Deacon's Mass at both services

Today, December 6, we celebrate the Feast Day of  St. Nicholas of Myra
Readings: 1 John 4:7-14, Psalm 145:8-13, Mark 10:13-16

Collect: Grant, Almighty God, that your church may be so inspired by the example of your servant Nicholas of Myra, that it may never cease to
work for the welfare of children, the safety of sailors, the relief of the poor, and the help of those tossed by tempests of doubt or grief; through

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

St. Nicholas, also called Nicholas
of Bari or Nicholas of Myra, is one
of the most popular
minor saints commemorated in the
Eastern and Western churches and
now traditionally associated with
the festival of Christmas. In many
countries children receive gifts on
December 6, St. Nicholas Day. He is
one of the patron saints of children
and of sailors.

Nicholas's reputation for generosity and kindness gave rise
to legends of miracles he performed for the poor and unhappy.
He was reputed to have given marriage dowries of gold to three
girls whom poverty would otherwise have forced into lives of
prostitution. In the Middle Ages, devotion to Nicholas extended
to all parts of Europe. He became the patron saint of Russia and
Greece; of charitable fraternities and guilds; of children, sailors,
unmarried girls, merchants, and pawnbrokers. Thousands of
European churches were dedicated to him. Nicholas's miracles
were a favorite subject for medieval artists and liturgical plays,
and his traditional feast day was the occasion for the

Weekly Worship Schedule

 We are now offering bread AND
wine during Holy Eucharist,

 but... Dip ! don't Sip.

Wednesday People

There will be no  Bible Study
this week

12:05 pm Noonday Prayer in the
Chapel will be led by Anne

Milsted
2:00 pm Casting our Nets

Sundays by-the-Sea

8:00 am Rite I Service
~9 am Coffee in the Courtyard 

(weather permitting)

9:30 am Kids' Sunday School
10:30 am Rite II Service*

In-Person and LIVE Streaming
Service*

10:30 am Children's Church
Child Care Available

Last Week's Streaming
Service

The First Sunday of Advent
Rite I  8:00am Streaming Link

Rite II  10:30am Streaming Link

December 5 - December 11
Birthdays

5th - Sul Ozerden
7th - Billy Wood
9th - Merritt Bell

10th - Clark Seemann
10th - Deane Wood

Anniversaries
11th - Scott & Tracy Williams

December 12 - December 18
Birthdays

13th - Janet Dodd
16th - Michael Black

https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Dec/Nicholas.html#nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Dec/Nicholas.html#ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Dec/Nicholas.html#gsp1
https://www.britannica.com/topic/saint
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Christmas
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Saint-Nicholas-Day
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.britannica.com/topic/miracle
https://www.britannica.com/topic/dowry
https://www.britannica.com/event/Middle-Ages
https://www.britannica.com/topic/patron-saint
https://www.britannica.com/place/Russia
https://www.britannica.com/topic/boy-bishop
https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/second-sunday-of-advent-holy-eucharist-rite-i-december-5-2021-800am/
https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/second-sunday-of-advent-holy-eucharist-rite-ii-december-5-2021-1030-am/
https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/via-media-the-middle-way-november-10-2021/


Nothing certain is known of his life
except that he was
probably bishop of Myra in the 4th
century. He was imprisoned and
likely tortured during the
persecution of Christians by the
Roman emperor Diocletian, but was
released under the rule
of Constantine the Great. He may
have attended the first Council of
Nicaea (325), where he allegedly
struck the heretic Arius in the face.
He was buried in his church at Myra,
and by the 6th century his shrine
there had become well known. In
1087 Italian sailors or merchants
stole his alleged remains from Myra
and took them to Bari, Italy and Bari
became one of the most crowded
of all pilgrimage centers.
Nicholas's relics remain enshrined
in the 11th-century basilica of San
Nicola at Bari, though fragments have been acquired by churches around the
world. In 2017 researchers dated one such relic fragment, a piece of hip bone,
from a church in the United States and confirmed it to be from the 4th century.

ceremonies of the Boy Bishop, a widespread European custom
in which a boy was elected bishop and reigned until Holy
Innocents' Day (December 28).

After the Reformation, devotion to Nicholas disappeared in all
the Protestant countries of Europe except Holland, where
his legend persisted as Sinterklaas (a Dutch variant of the
name St. Nicholas). Dutch colonists took this tradition with them
to New Amsterdam (now New York City) in the American
colonies in the 17th century. Sinterklaas was adopted by the
country's English-speaking majority under the name Santa
Claus, and his legend of a kindly old man was united with old
Nordic folktales of a magician who punished naughty children
and rewarded good children with presents. The resulting image
of Santa Claus in the United States crystallized in the 19th
century, and he has ever since remained the patron of the gift-
giving festival of Christmas.
[from https://www.britannica.com/]

BIG LOVE
Gifts for Life campaign continues

 

Advent is the
season of 
Episcopal
Relief and
Development. 
.
St. Francis said
"Preach the
Gospel at all
times. Use
words if
necessary." 

The ERD giving
campaign goes
until Christmas
and it's never
been easier to spread  Big Love from our church pews.

Our goal is $2500. For a family or village, that could provide
the following:

Goats $80 each 10 $800
Flock of Chickens $135 each 5 $675
Pig $100 each 5 $500
Seeds, Tools and    

Training $45/share 10 $450
  Total    $2425

Shares in a well are $750/share. A well for entire village
costs $5000.
Donations may be placed in the box provided in the back of
the Nave'. Checks should be made out to St. Peter's with
ERD in the memo OR maybe made on-line through our
website: https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/give/ and
choosing "Episcopal Relief and Development" under the
Fund Menu.

To learn more about all of the good work performed by
Episcopal Relief and Development, please see their
website: https://www.episcopalrelief.org/
 

 

 

ANGEL TREE 2021

ALL of our Angels have were spoken for
this Sunday !
Thank you to everyone who has choosen
to provide for a child this year. Please be
sure to include the ID number of your
Angel with your unwrapped gifts.  
All gifts must be delivered to the church
on or before December 12th. 
If you have any questions contact Buster
of the church office.
 

You gon-da give a great gift...
when you give an glass ornament or mug
that helps raise funds for our 2022 mission
to Uganda

(above) Ornaments made from our own recycled worship service bulletins and
(below) commemorative Art for Africa mugs.

18th - Brett Nicholas
18th - Madysen VanZutphen

Support our Local Non-
Profits

subscribe to our
 newsletter

 stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net

Are you getting notifications from
our mobile app ?

 There was a recent update of the
app that may keep you from
receiving our "push" notifications
despite having your notifications
turned on. Please uninstall your
previous version and reinstall from
the appropriate platform.

Scan
 for iPhone users

 

Scan for Android
 users

 

St. Peter's Ornaments will be
available during Arts by-the-

Sea!
 

Commissioned in 2009, and the
4th in a series of Downtown

Gulfport Landmarks, these cast
pewter ornaments are the

 original work of artist Maurice
Milleur.

 Measuring approximately 2 3/4″
tall.

 These make great gifts and
help 

 support our ECW.
 Ornaments are $20/each and

may be purchased by
contacting any ECW member or

the church office.
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A PEEK at LAST WEEK 
Cleanin' fish, Picasso, and Improv this past Wednesday at Casting Nets!

Rod reels 'em in with a lesson on cleanin' the catch !

David and Karen engage our students in improv Gail pictures portraits as Picasso collages

LOOKING AHEAD
While Father Patrick is attending his annual Advent retreat,

Ann Milsted will lead us in Noonday prayer Wednesday in the Chapel at 12:05pm
There will be no Bible Study or Via Media December 8th.

The Second Sunday of Advent
December 5th

Readings: 

Zephaniah 3:14-20
 Philippians 4:4-7

 Luke 3:7-18
 Canticle 9

Collect:   Stir up your power, O Lord,
and with great might come among us;
and, because we are sorely hindered
by our sins, let your bountiful grace

and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom,
with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

 

Lesser Feast Days and Fasts for this week

December 6 Nicholas of Myra, 
 Bishop, c.342

 December 7 Ambrose of Milan, 
 Bishop and Theologian, 397

December 12 [Francis de Sales, Bishop, and Jane de
Chantal, Vowed Religious, 1622 and 1641]

Lesser Feast Days and Fasts site

 

Youth Groups
@diomsyouth

Check out all of the upcoming
events 

for our youth and follow their 
instagram page

 

INSPIRATION

Advent 2 (C) - Second Week of Advent: Journeying with Family and
Friends - December 5, 2021
As we continue our Advent walk, we invite you to see the
Way of Love as a journey that can expand to include family
and friends. Mary said "yes" to the call to birth Jesus, God's
Word, into the world and immediately went in haste to
share her good news with her cousin, Elizabeth - a four-day
journey into the Judean hills. Isn't that what happens when
we hear good news? We are driven to go and tell others.
The Way of Love is good news that demands to be shared.

For more Advent resources related to the Way of Love,
visit episcopalchurch.org/wayoflove. There, you'll find links
to the full Advent curriculum Journeying the Way of Love, as well as Living the Way
of Love in Community, a nine-session curriculum for use anytime.

Sunday, December 5
 WORSHIP

Wednesday, December 8
PRAY
Pray along with the Collect for Advent 2, found on page 211 of The Book of Common Prayer. As
you are out and about for the rest of this week, notice the people you pass. Ask God to bless
them in their lives and work. See how this changes the way you go about your week.

Thursday, December 9
BLESS
Call or write a letter to a family member with whom you would like to have a closer relationship.
Make plans in the new year to chat on the phone or meet over Zoom or in person. Let them
know how much you love them and look forward to knowing them better.

Friday, December 10
TURN
Where did you struggle this week? Do you have amends or apologies or adjustments you need
to make? Ask God to open your heart and mind to those opportunities for reconciliation and
growth. Thank God for the gifts of mercy and love, and the courage to make the changes
necessary. And then do your best, with God's help, to make those changes.

Saturday, December 11
REST

https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Ot1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Nt1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Gsp1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/YearC_RCL/Advent/CAdv3_RCL.html#Ps1
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Dec/Nicholas.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Dec/Ambrose.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/LesserFF/Dec/FrancisJane.html
https://www.lectionarypage.net/CalndrsIndexes/TxtIndexLFF.html
https://linktr.ee/Diomsyouth
https://linktr.ee/Diomsyouth
https://linktr.ee/Diomsyouth
https://www.instagram.com/diomsyouth/?hl=en


 Read Luke 3:1-6. How does the story of John the Baptist fill your heart with hope?

Monday, December 6
GO
Read or watch your local news. Ask God to open your heart and eyes to ways you
can promote reconciliation and healing in your community.

Tuesday, December 7
LEARN
Read Luke 1:45. Share your faith story with one new person this week. It can be
someone you have known for a while who has not heard the faith part of your story.
 

Set aside 30 minutes to spend in silence with your best friend today. Sure, it may feel a little
weird to be silent on the phone or while sitting next to each other on the couch or across the
table. Just give it a try. Make sure to set aside time after your silence to pray for each other and to
say thanks for the time of rest.
 

For the Kids !
Advent 1 Lesson: 
Waiting for Jesus

This
week we will begin our Christmas lessons.
We will look at some of the Old Testament
prophets and their foretelling of Jesus'
coming. The people had been waiting for
many years for the Messiah to arrive. Some
of the key points we will look at are:

God will do what He says in His own
time.
We need to be patient.
God is outside of time. He can see the
past and future.
God has a plan.

Download Waiting For Christmas lesson
 

Advent 2 Lesson: 
The Angel Visits Mary

This week, we will look at our second
week of the Christmas lessons. (If you
missed week one click here). We will
focus on Mary and her reaction to the
angel's message. This passage can
be found in Luke 1:26-38.

Some of the key points we will look
at are-

Nothing is impossible for God.
God works in ways we don't
understand.
We can ask wise people for advice
and counsel.

Download The Angel appears to
Mary lesson

Advent 3 Lesson: 
The Shepherds

This
week's lesson is the fourth in the Christmas
lesson series. We will look at the shepherds
who were the first to visit baby Jesus.

Some of the key points we will study are:

They were not important people in
society, but they were important to God.
They told everyone about Jesus. We
should tell everyone, too.
They brought what they had to Jesus.
Jesus is a great shepherd.

Download The Shepherds Christmas
lesson

Advent 4 Lesson: 
Jesus is Born

Welcome to week three in our
Christmas lesson series. (If you
missed any of the past Christmas
lessons click here). This week, we
focus on Luke 2. We will look at the
trip to Bethlehem and Jesus' birth in
a stable, because of the lack of room
in the inn.

Some of the key points we will study
are:

We need to make room in our lives
for Jesus.
Jesus fulfilled the prophecies in
the Old Testament with His birth.
Jesus came for a purpose.
God is in control.

Download Jesus is born lesson

Being Episcopalian

The Mississippi Episcopal
Diocese

The Episcopal Church

National Cathedral

Episcopal Cafe
 

Check out our neighboring 
Coast Churches

St. Mark's Gulfport

Trinity Pass Christian

Christ Church Bay St. Louis

St. Patrick's Long Beach

St. Thomas Diamondhead

Church of the Redeemer
Biloxi

St. John's Ocean Springs

First United Methodist Church

Bible Study
Bible Study Advent 2 (C) - December 5, 2021
Lucy Strandlund

RCL: Baruch 5:1-9 or Malachi 3:1-4; Canticle 4 or 16; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6

During Advent and Christmas, we will be using study prompts and other activities
tied to the sermon for the week. Read the sermon aloud and follow up with
spoken responses to the two questions at the end. Find our full sermon
compilation for individual, small group, or congregational use, Sermons for Advent
and Christmas 2021 at www.sermonsthatwork.org.

Prepare the Way
 by the Rev. Lucy Strandlund

There's a method of calling to a crowd and catching its attention in which a
speaker says, "If you can hear the sound of my voice, clap once." Usually, in a gathered group, only a few closest to the speaker hear the
instruction and clap. The unexpected sound of several people clapping once, however, catches the attention of a few more. The speaker
then says, "If you can hear the sound of my voice, clap twice." And a few more people catch on. It continues until the crowd is hushed as
more and more people clap in unison, three times, then four times. It's an effective way to gather the attention of a crowd without having
to be the loudest one in the room, but it only works with the participation of more and more people. The speaker might talk in vain at an
unresponsive, noisy crowd all day if the following of their instructions doesn't spread throughout the group.

While the prophets of scripture may have felt at times that they were speaking in vain, they caught enough attention that we continue to
hear their words reverberate today. "Do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with your God," we hear from Micah 6:8. "Comfort, O comfort
my people" encourages Isaiah 40:1. What was it about them that captured the attention of the people around them? Was there some kind
of magnetic quality about them? Was it a fierce or wild look in their eyes? Or were their words from God simply so true in times so
desperate that listening to them felt like solid ground in a shifting time?

read more...

Bible Study Advent 3 (C) - December 12, 2021

https://truewaykids.com/waiting-for-christmas/
https://truewaykids.com/waiting-for-christmas/
https://downloads.truewaykids.com/waitingforchristmas
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https://truewaykids.com/waiting-for-christmas/
https://downloads.truewaykids.com/TheAngelappearstoMary
https://truewaykids.com/the-shepherds/
https://truewaykids.com/the-shepherds/
https://downloads.truewaykids.com/TheShepherds
https://truewaykids.com/the-angel-appears-to-mary/
https://truewaykids.com/the-angel-appears-to-mary/
https://truewaykids.com/category/bible-lesson/christmas-lessons/
https://downloads.truewaykids.com/Jesusisborn
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https://episcopalchurch.org/
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http://www.stthomasdiamondhead.org/
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https://stjohnsoceansprings.dioms.org/
https://fumc-gulfport.org/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/authors/lucy-strandlund/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/lectionary/advent-2c/
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/10/STW_Christmas_Advent_2021.pdf
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/bible_study/bible-study-advent-2-c-december-5-2021%EF%BF%BC/
https://donorbox.org/support-trueway-kids


Marcea Paul

RCL: Zephaniah 3:14-20; Canticle 9; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:7-18

During Advent and Christmas, we will be using study prompts and other activities
tied to the sermon for the week. Read the sermon aloud and follow-up with
spoken responses to the two questions at the end. Find our full sermon
compilation for individual, small group, or congregational use, Sermons for Advent
and Christmas 2021 at www.sermonsthatwork.org.

Advent Joy
 by the Rev. Marcea Paul

The Third Sunday of Advent is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday. "Gaudete,"
when translated from Latin, means "rejoice". We know that Advent is a season of waiting and today we are called to be joyful as we await
the coming of Jesus Christ.

God, through Zephaniah, offers us glimpses of a hopeful future and calls us to "Rejoice and exult with all our heart." Isaiah reminds us of
the ways God has delivered us, is delivering us, and will deliver us. He invites us to shout aloud and sing for joy because we shall "draw
water with rejoicing from the springs of salvation." And our cheerleader, St. Paul, strongly urges us to "Rejoice in the Lord always; again I
will say, Rejoice."

We have been experiencing tough times these last few years. With the suffering, loss, uncertainty, and state of our beautiful and broken
world, how can we hear these words and rejoice?

In our minds, joy tends to overlap with happiness. Happiness is often connected with what is happening to us and around us. Happiness
usually lasts for just a season. When we are discouraged and afraid, rejoicing in the Lord can be a hard sell. But the truth is that joy is not
usually inspired by happy circumstances. Poet and author David Whyte writes, "To feel a full and untrammeled joy is to have become fully
generous; to allow our selves to be joyful is to have walked through the doorway of fear." And joy, unlike happiness, lasts - no matter what
the challenges.

The prophets looked forward to the day of the Lord's coming as a time of great joy. Even Zephaniah, who has been called the most
despondent of the prophets, kept the last word for joy - joy over the Lord's presence, joy over renewal and restoration, and joy over
coming home. While Isaiah also speaks of doom and gloom, he looks forward to the Lord's coming as a time for shouting joyfully, "Surely
God is my salvation." Isaiah looks forward to the Lord's coming as a day when the people would drink their fill of salvation like someone
drawing fresh water from a well - certainly a day of great rejoicing....

read more...

 

"O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: 
preserve those who travel; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; 

and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."

Contact Us
email: stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net          phone: 228.863.2611       address: 1909 15th Street  Gulfport, Ms 39501

See much more: stpetersbytheseagulfport.com

getting social:
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