
OPENING HYMN

COLLECT OF THE DAY
Leader: The Lord be with you.
All: And also with you.
Leader:  Let us pray.
Collect for St. Francis Most high, omnipotent good Lord, grant your people grace to
renounce gladly the vanities of this world; that, following the way of blessed Francis,
we may for love of you delight in your whole creation with perfectness of joy. O God,
you have made us and all living things. You are even more wonderful than what you
have made. We thank you for giving us these pets who bring us joy. As you take care
of us, so also we ask your help that we might take care of those who trust us to look
after them. By doing this, we share in your own love for all creation. We ask this in
Jesus' name. Amen.

Song of Praise

LESSON (Seated)
The Creation Story (Abbreviated from Genesis 1:1-34)
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a
formless void and a great dimness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from
God swept over the face of the waters. On the first day, God created light and
darkness. On the second day, God created the sky above and the waters below. On
the third day, God formed the land and called it Earth, and gathered the water and
called it Sea. God blessed the earth with vegetation and food. On the fourth day, God
separated the day from the night, creating the sun, the moon, and the stars. On the
fifth day, God brought forth swarms of living creatures in the air, in the water, and on



the land, and God bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the sixth day, God created
humankind in God’s image, giving them dominion over the animals. God blessed
them and bid them to be fruitful and multiply. On the seventh day, God saw that
everything that God had made was very good and God rested and blessed the
seventh day and made it sacred.

Prayer of St. Francis(to be said in unison)
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, where there is hatred, let me sow
love; where there is injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith; where there is
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy. O,
God, grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be
understood as to understand; to be loved as to love; for it is in giving that we
receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born
to eternal life. Amen.

GOSPEL (Standing):
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew (11:25-30)
People: Glory to you Lord Christ.

At that time Jesus said, ‘I thank you, God of heaven and earth, because you have
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to
infants; yes, God, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over
to me by my Creator; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal
God. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my
burden is light.’

Minister: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you Lord Christ.

HOMILY

THE PRAYERS
Leader: Let us give thanks to God our Creator for all the gifts so freely bestowed
upon us and for the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For the richness of the mountains, plains and rivers;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women;
All: We thank you, Lord.



Leader: For all creatures that breathe, and move, and have life;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For the songs of birds and the loveliness of flowers and trees;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: For the trust you have shown in giving into our care these, our pets;
All: We thank you, Lord.

Leader: That each pet here may be treasured with care;
All: We pray to you, Lord.

Leader: That we may love and honor all your works, O God;
All: We pray to you, Lord.

Leader: That we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant
creation;
All: To the honor and glory of your name, now and forever, we pray to you, Lord.
Amen.

THE BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS
May you be blessed in the Name God, the Creator, Redeemer and of the Sustainer.
May you and your animals enjoy life together and find joy with the God who created
you. Amen.

Minister circulates through the congregation, blessing the animals individually.

PEACE
(Standing)
Minister: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The people remain standing.
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before He suffered, instituted the
Sacrament of His Body and Blood:  Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully
in remembrance of Jesus Christ our Lord, Who in these holy mysteries gives us a
pledge of eternal life, and Who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.



And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not
into temptation,   but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.

The following may be said or sung
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world:  have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world:  grant us peace.

The following may also be said:
We do not presume to come to this Your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our
own righteousness, but in Your manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so
much as to gather up the crumbs under Your Table.  But You are the same Lord
Whose property is always to have mercy.  Grant us therefore gracious Lord, so to
eat the flesh of Your dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink His blood, that we may
evermore dwell in Him, and He in us.  Amen.

Facing the people, the Celebrant may say the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts
by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven.  [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  [Amen.]

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the
Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and grant
us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of
heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE CLOSING PRAYER (said together) Almighty God, our great Creator, yours are
the praise, the glory, the honor and all blessings! To you alone do all things
belong. Be praised for giving us the animals, birds and fish which fill your world.
May we think of you and thank you when we play with and care for our pets. Be
praised for making us so happy to have our pets and to have them to play with.
We ask you, Lord, that we may be good to our pets always, so that they may be
happy also. Help us always to take care of them so that they will be healthy. O
God, your world is wonderful. May we all come into your even greater world of



the kingdom of heaven where we shall see even more wonderful things and
where we shall live and love forever. This we ask to your eternal praise, and to our
blessing. Amen.

BLESSING May the Lord bless you and keep you; may the Lord show his face to you
and have compassion on you! May God turn his face to you and give you peace! And
the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and
always. Amen.

CLOSING SONG

Join us every Sunday between services for
socializing  in the courtyard

Join us Sunday, October 31st for
an outdoor 10:30 service and a

day filled with family fun:
Trunk or Treat, Music, Food,

Games and more.
Kids are encouraged to come in costumes as we share the

origins of the
Eve of All Saints Day.

The best decorated trunk will be awarded a prize.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR OCTOBER 26th
Ladies Night Out will meet at El Aguila (nextdoor to Skeeters on Teagarden Rd)
Men's Grillin' Group will meet at the church RSVP to Mike Cassady 228-326-6601

We will have a Thanksgiving Meal at St. Peter's
by-the-Sea on Thursday, November 25th

everyone is invited.  Social gathering at 11:30,
meal at Noon.  We are requesting you bring a
dish to share and RSVP.  Contact Audrey
Montgomery at 228-697-9129 to RSVP, let her
know what you are bringing and for any
questions you may have.

Altar flowers are placed in joyful celebration of
the marriage of Joanna Dorris and Greg Koch, and in loving memory of Jay Funderburk.


