Keeping close while keeping our distance.
A weekly guide for this journey.
Our destination: Big Love BACK By the Sea.

St. Peter's by-the-Sea, Gulfport, MS

The

PLEASE NOTE: The church office
will be closed
July 19th - 23rd while Susan is on
vacation.
Phone messages and e-mails will be
checked periodically or contact Fr.
Patrick or Gail.

Good News

Weekly Worship Schedule
*Masking and Social distancing
are NOT required for fully vaccinated people.
*Communion is back in both kinds !
We are now offering bread AND wine
during Holy Eucharist,
but... Dip ! don't Sip.

WEDNESDAY !
BLOOD
DRIVE

Wednesdays
10:30 am Bible Study
12:05 pm Wednesday Litany of Healing
1pm Via Media Streaming*

in the parish hall.

Sundays
8:00 am Rite I In-person
9:30 am Between Two Services

JULY 21, 1-6pm
Visit
redcrossblood.org
or call
1-800-RED-CROSS
to make your
appointment

We will honor our Rite I graduates
with another special service August 1
!
Our honorees will be presented with a
Bible provided by the ECW and
highlighted in our August 2nd edition
of Traveling Mercies.

July 19, 2021

Adult's & Kids' Sunday School

10:30 am Sunday Rite II

In-Person and LIVE Streaming Service*

10:30 am Sunday Children's Church
Streaming Sunday July 18th

Wednesday, July 21 at 1pm
(details below)

Did you know... ?

St. Peter's by-the-Sea is celebrating
its Centennial as a Parish in the Diocese of Mississippi this year!
The official date: January 21, 2021.
Since we were unable to celebrate appropriately, and to honor this milestone,
the ECW will be undertaking the task of archiving over 100 years
of church records, documents and more.
Watch this space for updates, fun photos and facts.

Streaming Wednesday July 7th

UPCOMING !
LADIES' NIGHT OUT

MEN'S GRILLIN' GROUP
July 27th at 6PM in the
Parish hall.
All Men of the parish are
invited. Bring your
entree' to grill, beverage
of choice and $15 dues.
Reservations are
REQUIRED !
Please contact Mike at
228-326-6601 to make
yours.
July 27th at El Agave' (2108 25th Ave)
Tentative: Meet at 5, Eat at 6
Check out the dinner menu.

July 18th - July 24th
Birthdays
18th - Lewis Hastings
18th - Joscie Steiner
20th - Rob Clower
Anniversaries
19th - Ryan & Catherine Frederic
23rd - Brian & Susan Prendergast
24th - Dave & Suzi Wilson

FOOD DRIVE

August 10th from 8AM until 2PM, drive by
and drop off your donation.
Canned and dry goods may be left in the
basket in the Narthex (to the right when you
enter the big red doors) or dropped off
Tuesday August 10th.
Not sure what to get?
Monetary gifts are always welcome.

ALTAR PARTY

July 25 - July 31
Birthdays
25th - Nancy Wheeler
28th - Jennifer Sanders
29th - Lawrence Rojas
Anniversaries
27th - Mark & Becky Jenner
31st - Patrick & Jennifer Sanders

Who are all those folks that parade down
the aisle before and after the service ?
The cross carrier, the book bearer...
the folks in those fancy frocks that help
Father Patrick during the service.
THAT'S the Altar Party !
Are you interested in joining the Sunday
servers as a reader or chalice bearer?
Even as an usher, greeter or
member of the choirs.
The Altar Party is for you!
Sunday, August 15th immediately after
the 10:30 service for lunch and fellowship
for anyone interested or presently
serving.

email stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net
to subscribe to our newsletter
Donations and Offerings for 2021 can be made on
our website or by mailing your check to the church
Support our local non-profits:

Join us on Saturday, July 24th BACK
AT CAMP BRATTON-GREEN to
celebrate God's holy people in God's
holy place! All ages welcome and
every one welcome - even if you've
never been to camp!
Contact Information
To RSVP, ask questions, volunteer, or
donate, email: The Rev. Abram Jones
campbrattongreen2021@gmail.com

Celebration of the Holy Family:
A CBG Reunion
A diocesan gathering open to all; food, music,
worship, fellowship, and activities to celebrate
that location and our ability to gather there
again.
The day begins at 10am with Eucharist, and
ends at 8pm that evening.

Are you getting notifications from our
mobile app ?
There was a recent update of the app that may
keep you from receiving our "push" notifications
despite having your notifications turned on. Please
uninstall your previous version and reinstall from
the appropriate platform.
Scan for iPhone users

Looking ahead !
Readings for Sunday July 25
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Readings: 2 Samuel 11:1-15, Psalm 14
Ephesians 3:14-21, John 6:1-21
Collect: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without
whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy: Increase and multiply
upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we
may so pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Lesser Feast Days
and Fasts for this week
July 19 Macrina of Caesarea, Monastic and Teacher, 379
July 20 Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Amelia Bloomer, Sojourner Truth,
and Harriet Ross Tubman,
Social Reformers
July 21 [Maria Skobtsova, Monastic and Martyr, 1945]
July 23 [John Cassian, Monastic and Theologian, 435]
July 24 Thomas a Kempis, Priest and Mystic, 1471
Lesser Feast Days and Fasts site

The Feast of St. James, Apostle and Martyr – July 25, 2021
th
On July 25 , the Church celebrates the Feast of St. James, apostle and martyr.
This James is often styled “St. James the Greater,” to distinguish him from the other Apostle of the same name and from James, “the
brother of our Lord.” Along with his brother John, James was called by Jesus at the Sea of Galilee as they mended nets with their father,
Zebedee, and his hired hands. St. James is named regularly during major events in the Gospels, witnessing the Transfiguration of Christ
(Matthew 17; Mark 9; Luke 9), the raising of Jairus’ daughter (Mark 5, Matthew 9; Luke 8), and Jesus’ agony in the garden (Matthew 26;
Mark 14; Luke 22).
For all this honor, though, James also receives correction from Jesus on more than one occasion. He and his brother are given the
nickname “Sons of Thunder,” or Boanerges, for their zealous and temperamental dispositions. For example, when Samaritan villagers
refused to welcome Jesus, the brothers eagerly asked whether he would have them call down fire from heaven to destroy the town. The
Lord rebukes them and instead moves on to another village (Luke 9). The Gospels record the brothers (or perhaps their mother) asking
the Lord to place them at his right and left hands in his kingdom, which also results in admonishment (Matthew 20), and James is among
the apostles who fall asleep in the garden while Jesus prays (Matthew 26; Mark 14; Luke 22).
Still, James’ dedication to Jesus is without question, as he is understood to be the first of the twelve to die for him. As the Acts of the
Apostles records, “About that time Herod the King laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the Church. He killed James the
brother of John with the sword” (Acts 12:1–2).
Holy Women, Holy Men explains the veneration of and devotion to St. James following his death: “According to an old tradition, the body of James was taken to
Compostela, Spain, which has been a shrine for pilgrims for centuries” (p. 484). His name was translated from the Hebrew Ya’akov to the Spanish Iago; thus,
“Saint James” becomes “Santo Iago,” or “Santiago.” Santiago de Compostela was an extraordinarily popular destination for pilgrimages, leading to the
development of the Camino de Santiago, a route across the countryside, marked by the fisherman’s symbol of a scallop shell.
Collect for St. James
O gracious God, we remember before you today your servant and apostle James, first among the Twelve to suffer martyrdom for the Name of Jesus Christ;
and we pray that you will pour out upon the leaders of your Church that spirit of self-denying service by which alone they may have true authority among your
people; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Scan for Android users

From the Episcopal Church website
Image: St. James the Greater, Altarpiece of Mount San Martino; Carlo Crivelli, c. 1480.

For the Kids !
Last week, we learned about God calling Gideon to be a judge.
Today, we will read about Gideon conquering the Midianites who had taken over the Israelites’ land.
The passage is found in Judges 7:1-25. Some of the key points are:
God can always provide the victory.
It is about God not us.
We should always praise God not men.

Download FREE printable
Gideon Bible lessons
Army of 300 (Letter - USA pdf)
Baby and Toddler pack
Army of 300 - 5+ lesson pack

INSPIRATION !
From the Episcopal Cafe:

Strengthening Our Spiritual Backbones
by Christine Sine
Last Sunday my husband Tom and I were able to go to our first in person service at our local Episcopal church. It was wonderful to enter into the liturgy and share communion
again. One part of the service I always love is reading the Nicene Creed, which I feel strengthens my faith and helps remind me of what being Christian is all about.
Several years ago I wrote a personal creed. It followed a visit to Australia shortly after my mother’s surgery for a collapsed spine. A steel rod in her back strengthened the
existing structure and returned some of its youthful vitality. She looked years younger, her face was less stressed and she gained two inches in height. Watching her walk
straight and tall for the first time in years was wonderful. It was sobering, however, to realize that even though she has two sons, a daughter and a daughter in-law, all who are
doctors, no one had noticed the severity of her problem.
Have we, too, lost our backbones and no one has noticed, I started to wonder? Has the strength and vitality of our faith collapsed diminishing us to a mere shell of what God
intends us to be? What are the things that contribute the iron and steel that makes us stand straight and tall in the presence of God and of those around us?

READ MORE

.....Creating a personal creed that gives zest and vigor to our faith is a great way to strengthen our spiritual backbones. The less confident we are of our core beliefs, the more
likely we are to focus on “holier than thou” practices without any substance to define us. Whether we drink, smoke, or condone same-sex marriages, whether we call God father,
mother or Eternal One, are not central to our faith but we often treat them as though they are. It is these non-essentials we use to separate us from other believers and nonbelievers. They become our litmus test to decide who is and who isn’t a part of the body of Christ.

St. Peter’s Ornaments are back !

Bible Study
Pentecost 8 (B) – July 18, 2021
Kristen Gunn
RCL: 2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37; Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

2 Samuel 7:1-14a

Commissioned in 2009, and the 4th in a
series of Downtown Gulfport
Landmarks, these cast pewter
ornaments are the original work of artist
Maurice Milleur.
Measuring approximately 2 3/4″ tall.
These make great gifts for Easter,
Mother’s or Father’s Day and help
support our ECW.
Ornaments are $20/each and may be
purchased by contacting any ECW
member or the church office.

Being Episcopalian
The Mississippi Episcopal
Diocese
The Episcopal Church

The David story is an exciting story, full of twists and turns – well worth
reading in its entirety. Even though this chapter doesn’t have the guts,
gore, and drama of other parts of the story, scholars and careful readers
have noticed that this passage presents the theological apex of the whole
narrative found in 1 and 2 Samuel. Here, God promises to make David’s
name great (v. 9), to “plant” Israel peacefully in their land (v. 10), and to
build David a “house” (v. 11).
Some commentators suggest a play on the double-meaning of “house”
(Hebrew: bayit) here. Originally, David had wanted to build God a house
(vv. 2 and 5)—i.e., a temple for the ark. Now, God uses the same word
(“bayit”) spoken through the prophet Nathan to say he will build David a house (v. 11)—only God seems to mean a house of humans: a
dynasty. He then makes promises about David’s “offspring,” whom God will “raise up” from the physical line of David and whose reign he
will “establish” (v. 12). “He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be a father to him,
and he shall be a son to me” (vv. 13-14a).
What stands out to you about this passage?
In what ways does David’s “offspring” seem to refer to Solomon, and in what ways does the promise seem to come to full fruition in
Jesus and in his church? Read John 2:13-22 aloud if time; see also 1 Corinthians 3:16-17.

read more...

National Cathedral

Pentecost 9 (B) – July 25, 2021

Episcopal Cafe

2 Samuel 11:1-15
Not only was David an inspired leader, but he was also the “Don Corleone” of his age. This king reveals his mafioso-like cunning – he
carefully arranges the death of an unwitting rival while distancing himself from the terrible deed. It is most notable that the authors and

Check out our neighboring
Coast Churches
St. Mark's Gulfport
Trinity Pass Christian
Christ Church Bay St. Louis
St. Patrick's Long Beach
St. Thomas Diamondhead
Church of the Redeemer
Biloxi
St. John's Ocean Springs
First United Methodist Church

editors of 2 Samuel preserved this unflattering story and included it in their
compilation (the authors of Chronicles, an operatic presentation of the
events recorded in Samuel, omit David’s wicked action). Popular piety
through the ages has tried to soften David’s sins in this episode – blame has
been shifted to Bathsheba (she seduced him), or the motive was actually
David’s deep love for the woman. According to some ancient rabbis, the
marriage of a Hittite – Uriah – to an Israelite woman was offensive to the
Lord and David acted heroically to right this wrong! In reality, David was an
adulterer and a murder. We might see in him the amalgamation of light and
shadow that characterizes each of us. We are all vulnerable, vulnerable to
the temptations of power, wealth, and sex, and no matter how holy, righteous, and confident in our goodness we might be, shadow lurks
just below the surface, waiting for an opportunity. David had every gift but the most essential – self-knowledge.
How does this story of David’s transgressions invite you to ponder your own shadow side and capacity for evil?

read more...

“O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: preserve those who travel; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger;
and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Contact Us
email: stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net
phone: 228.863.2611
address: 1909 15th Street Gulfport, Ms 39501
See much more: stpetersbytheseagulfport.com

getting social

