Keeping close while keeping our distance.
A weekly guide for this journey.
Our destination: Big Love BACK By the Sea.

St. Peter's by-the-Sea, Gulfport, MS

The

Good News

Masking and Social distancing are NOT required for fully vaccinated people
Read the Bishop’s guidance here

VESTRY ELECTIONS

Sunday, May 23rd at
9:30am
of Pentecost

!
~ Everyone wear RED!
~ We'll conduct the
~ Our celebration will

include a good ole fashion
Pot Luck so get those
pasta salads chilled, the
meatballs marinating and
the deviled eggs stuﬀed !

ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES
CLASS OF 2020 AND CLASS OF 2021
The ECW would like to honor our High School Graduates
from the Class of 2021 and Class of 2020 as well. Due to
the “shut down” last Spring we were unable to honor the
graduates of 2020, so we would like to include them as
well as we recognize this year’s graduates.
If you know a High School Senior from either of these
classes, please let us know as soon as possible as we
plan to honor them in June.
Please contact the oﬃce on or before Sunday, May 23,
2021 either by phone (228-863-2611) or email
(stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net) with the graduate’s name
and year.

12:05 pm Wednesday In-person and LIVE
Streaming Litany of Healing*

9:30 am Inquirers' Class
Kids' Sunday School

We will be electing a new Senior Warden, a Junior
Warden and 3 new vestry members.
Candidate Bios below
Contact a member of our nominating committee if you
would like to add someone to our ballot.
Please, before nominating, be sure the candidate is
willing and able to serve.
NomCom: Mellody Jenkins, Gail Hendrickson, Tim Barrineau,
or send to Susan in the oﬃce

~ We will conclude Eastertide with a GREAT GROUP
photo between the services

10:30 am Wednesday Bible Study

8:00 am Sunday Rite I In-person and LIVE
Streaming Service*

This is the celebration day

business of our parish and
elect a new Vestry
members

***Note: there will be no Bible
Study or Wednesday Litany of
Healing this week***
Regular Weekly Schedule

Upcoming
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

May 17, 2021

10:30 am Sunday Rite II In-Person and LIVE
Streaming Service*
10:30 am Sunday Children's Church
Services marked with *
will continue to be streamed LIVE on
Facebook and on our website
To read the UPDATED protocols from the Diocese:
https://stpetersbytheseagulfport.com/wpcontent/uploads/2021/05/COVID-19-Unmasking051421.pdf

INQUIRERS' CLASS CONTINUES
Sundays @ 9:30am

You've got questions.
We have answers !
Sunday

School of Song

"Professor" JT Anglin will conduct (teehee)
lessons on a diﬀerent Hymn
each of our 3rd Sundays between services at
9:30am.
The music, the lyrics and the history.
Our discussion on Hymnody and the history
of the Hymn How Great Thou Are was a great
start to the series.
Have a hymn you would like to know more
about? Want to know more about hymnals ?
Let us know.

Week 6 focused on Hymnody, the singing or the
composition of hymns or sacred songs. Our own choir

Would you like to be a reader ?
Interested in being an Usher?
Contact Susan at
stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net

GETTING BACK TOGETHER

master and organist, JT Anglin lead the discussion of our
use of music in worship.
There will be no Inquirers' Class this Sunday in lieu of our
Annual Meeting.
Classes will continue and anyone 15 and older wanting to
be conﬁrmed, re-aﬃrmed or wanting to learn more about
our church is invited to attend.
Bishop Seage will visit June 13th at 3pm and perform conﬁrmations and
more. We'll celebrate with a crawﬁsh boil and grilled fare from our own
Men's Grillin' Group.

be sure to include your contact info and
time and date you can serve.

May 16 - May 22
Birthdays
16th - Linda Koury
22nd - Tom Poirier
22nd - Alden Williams
22nd - Grant Williams
Anniversaries
17th - William & Casey Funderburk
20th - Billy & Deanie Wood

The ECW will meet at Noon on June 8. We will be making
plans for the remainder of 2021. All ladies of the church
are invited to bring a brown bag lunch and join us in the
Parish Hall.

Candidate Bios for Vestry Elections
Karen Reuther
I have been a member of St Peter’s By The Sea for almost three
years. During my time at the church, I’ve been active in outreach. I am
a member of our Biscuit Brigade, traveled to Camp Beckwith in
Alabama to help with clean up after Hurricane Sally, and have been
asked to help spearhead our new outreach program, Casting Nets,
which launches in the fall. I regularly attend our 8am service and
Wednesday Bible Study.
I have a degree from Louisiana Tech University in Marketing and
Merchandising. Prior to retirement, I worked for State Farm Insurance
for 27 years as an Underwriter, Supervisor, Trainer and Business
Analyst in Systems. As a Supervisor, I was in charge of budgeting for
salaries of our employees and department expenses. My role as
Business Analyst for Systems was to develop and implement
software for process improvement. In addition to my job duties, I also
served on various committees, including United Way and our
employee activity association, where I served as treasurer.
I have been married to Stephen Reuther for 19 years and we are the
proud parents of three adult children, each successful in their
chosen ﬁeld of employment.
I feel I possess the past experience, people skills and desire to serve
my church that will enable me to be a positive member of our Vestry.
I thank you for your consideration.
Karen is a candidate for vestry
Paige Rackley
Hello to everyone! My name is Paige Rackley. My husband, daughter
and I moved to the Coast thirteen years ago from Memphis. I am
originally from the MS Delta where my husband and I both
graduated from Delta State University back in the eighties! My
daughter also graduated from DSU on April 30 of this year. I was a
lifelong Methodist before moving to the Coast.
At Christ Methodist in Memphis, I was involved with the Children’s
ministries, leading a VBS of over 600 children and was also active
with the Day School as president of the PTA. Upon moving to the
Coast, we found an excellent school for our daughter in Coast
Episcopal which led us to the Episcopal faith. I was honored to teach
at CES for several years as a third grade teacher, a resource teacher
and a substitute. I was also very active with the Parents’ group at CES
and we never missed a chance for our daughter to enjoy Camp
Bratton-Green! While at St. Peter’s, I have been on the Altar Guild,
attended ECW meetings and dinners, and helped with EYC. When
looking at spiritual gifts, my strongest areas seem to lie in
administration, discernment, hospitality and teaching. I look forward
to using these gifts as a member of the Vestry should you decide
that I am a good candidate!
Paige is a candidate for vestry
David Delk
David Delk was raised in Gulfport where his father and mother
opened ABC Rentals in 1968, David became President of the family
business in 1996. He is an avid supporter of the theatre arts;
performing in productions, writing shows, directing musicals and

Hannah Silkman Bell
I was raised in Petal, Mississippi - where there was no
Episcopal church! Thankfully though, just a short drive away
was Trinity Episcopal in downtown Hattiesburg, where I
attended regularly with my parents, Tim and Brenda Silkman,
and my two brothers.
I was involved in EYC as a teen, which led me to visit and then
attend the University of the South in Sewanee, TN. I sang in the
choir there on a music scholarship, and completed the
Catechumenate program for undergrads. I transferred to
Millsaps College (closer to home), where I graduated in 2002 in
Anthropology and Music. I then graduated with a Masters'
degree in Mass Communications and Public Relations from the
University of Southern Mississippi.
My work background is in tourism/hospitality and non-proﬁts.
My husband, Cameron, and I were married in 2007, and we live
in Gulfport with our children, Mason, 11, Landry, 8, and Merritt,
4.

May 23 - May 29
Birthdays
25th - Barbara Clower
26th - Debbie Daughtrey
28th - Dave Jones
email
stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net
to subscribe to our newsletter
Donations and Oﬀerings for 2021 can be
made on our website or by mailing your
check to the church

NEEDED:
plastic grocery bags
Drop oﬀ at the church oﬃce
Support our local non-proﬁts:

Hannah is a candidate for vestry
Lawrence Rojas
Hi, I’m Lawrence Rojas. I have been married to Susan for almost
2 years now, we were married here in St. Peter’s-by-the-Sea.
We have been a part of the St. Peter’s family for 3 years now. I
have one adult daughter and am Step-father to Susan’s two
kids.
I was in the Air Force for 9 years. I spent much of that time
overseas, but ﬁnished that portion of my life here in Gulfport,
where I’ve been ever since 1990. I have been a Registered
Nurse for 27 years, with the past 20 years at the same hospital.
I grew up in the Catholic Church where I was an Altar Server
from the time I was able, about 7 years old, until I was 17 years
old. My wife and I were accepted into the Episcopal Church 2.5
years ago (at the Grateful Dead Mass!). I felt the need to serve
the church in some manner and since I already knew how to
serve mass, I volunteered to be a Eucharistic Minister. I’ve been
reading lately, but I’ll admit, I can’t wait to serve mass again. My
family and I normally attend the 0800 mass.
Lawrence is a candidate for vestry
Kerry K Hudson
I’ve been in the Episcopal church my whole life. Baptized when
I was two months old and conﬁrmed at the age of thirteen. I
have been a member of St. Peter’s by the Sea for eleven years.
I have served God and the church in many capacities here at
St. Peter’s by the Sea. I have taught Sunday school range in
ages from pre-school to middle school. I have been the 4
years old’s class leader for Vacation Bible School for several
years. A member of the Outreach committee for over ten years
and have been doing Saturday morning biscuits brigade since
it’s conception. Volunteered and participated in several
fundraisers ranging from Camp Able, three blind wines , Lunch
with Julia, quick draw from Africa, BBQ by the Sea, and a night
at the Hew-Haw show. A active member of the Bell choir, Alter
and ﬂower guilds, and ﬁnishing a over three years stint on the

Are you getting notiﬁcations from our
mobile app ?
There was a recent update of the
app that may keep you from receiving
our "push" notiﬁcations despite having
your notiﬁcations turned on. Please
uninstall your previous version and
reinstall from the appropriate platform.
Scan for iPhone users

Scan for Android users

supporting fundraisers in a theatrical way. David is a vocalist in The
Coast Big Band, a 20+ member band performing the golden age of
music.
Growing up, David was raised Baptist attending Bayou View Baptist
Church. In 2000, his spiritual journey led him to join First United
Methodist Church where he was a faithful choir member and served
on several committees. In 2014, his partner, Rick, felt they should visit
St. Peters by the Sea where they discovered a wonderful, friendly
Church. After several months, they knew their spiritual journey had
ended and found a home with St. Peters where David joined the
Church in 2019. He is a proud member of “The Ding-a-lings” and
doesn’t dare miss a rehearsal.
David is a candidate for Senior Warden

Allan Young

vestry. Went with the Honduras Medical Mission sponsored by
the Diocese of Mississippi in Feb 2018, which was life changing
for me and the people we served. I served as a voting delegate
to the Annual Diocesan Convention of Mississippi for several
years. My paying job is a Mammography Specialist for the
Ochsner Medical Center-Hancock in Bay St.Louis which I have
been there for three years. I have made being an X-Ray /
Mammography technologist my career for 30 years. I have
been married to the love of life , Derrick Hudson, who retired
from the US Army with over 20 years of service, for more than
30 years. I am also an Army veteran who served for four and
half years. I was truly honored and thrilled to be nominated to
be your Senior Warden and will be prayerful and considerate
in this leadership role. Looking forward to serving you in this
way.
Respectfully,
Kerry K Hudson

We have readings for each day this week
Find them here: lectionarypage.net/
And, the Lesser Feast Days and Fast for each
day may be found here: Lesser Feast Days
and Fasts

Kerry is a candidate for Senior Warden

Allan Young is our current Junior Warden and has agreed to run for
this important position again. As you may, or may not know, our
Junior Warden is tasked with the maintenance, upkeep and repair of
our church buildings and grounds.
Allan is the candidate for Junior Warden

For the Kids !

Inspiration Pentecost

The Christian holiday of Pentecost is a moveable feast,
which is celebrated on the 50th day (the seventh Sunday)
after Easter Sunday. It commemorates the descent of
the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers
of Jesus Christ while they were in Jerusalem celebrating
the Feast of Weeks, as described in the Acts of the
Apostles (Acts 2:1–31).
The holiday is also called "White Sunday" or "Whitsunday"
or "Whitsun", especially in the United Kingdom, where
traditionally the next day, Whit Monday, was also a public
holiday.
The main sign of Pentecost in the West is the color red. It
symbolizes joy and the ﬁre of the Holy Spirit. Priests,
ministers, and choirs wear red vestments, and in modern
times, the custom has extended to the lay people of the congregation wearing red clothing in celebration as well. Red
banners are often hung from walls or ceilings to symbolize the blowing of the "mighty wind" and the free movement of
the Spirit.
The celebrations may depict symbols of the Holy Spirit, such as the dove or ﬂames and red ﬂowers at the altar and red
ﬂowering plants such as geraniums around the church are also typical decorations for Pentecost services. These
symbolize the renewal of life and the coming of the warmth of summer, and the growth of the church at and from the
ﬁrst Pentecost.
Fun fact: According to legend, King Arthur always gathered all his knights at the round table for a feast and a quest on
Pentecost.

From the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi
Sixth Sunday of Easter May 16 -May 22
Night Prayers - Reﬂecting on the Day
To be used after work or at bedtime
The Table - Sharing Our Sacred Stories
To be used during a meal, preferably at a table
Produced by Whitney Robinson, the Missioner for Children & Youth
Formation of the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi. Contact Whitney
Robinson

Collect
Readings for the Celebration of
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 or Ezekiel 37:1-14
Romans 8:22-27
or Acts 2:1-21
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Psalm 104:25-35, 37

Almighty God, on this day you opened the way of eternal life to every race and
nation by the promised gift of your Holy Spirit: Shed abroad this gift throughout
the world by the preaching of the Gospel, that it may reach to the ends of the
earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
or this
O God, who on this day taught the hearts of your faithful people by sending to
them the light of your Holy Spirit: Grant us by the same Spirit to have a right
judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Episcopal Church greets Pentecost with One in the Spirit, a Way
of Love Revival Weekend designed to fan the ﬂames of hope,
celebrate diﬀerence, honor creation, foster beloved community, and
send people toward Jesus’s Way of Love.
Concerts for the
Human Family and
National Cathedral’s Conversations
Across Diﬀerence
Vigil of Hope
Saturday,
Friday,
May 22, 2021
May 21, 2021
6:00 p.m. – 8:00
8:00 p.m. Eastern
p.m. Eastern
Washington

Revival Worship
Service
Sunday,
May 23, 2021
4:00 p.m. – 5:30
p.m. Eastern

This week’s lesson will cover the receiving of the Ten
Commandments. The passages are found in Exodus 19:1-20;
Exodus 24 and Exodus 31:18. Our focus points areGod gives us rules to protect and help us.
Laws teach us right from wrong.
God is holy.
Through the Ten Commandments, God provided guidelines 1.
For interaction with Himself. 2. For interaction with other
people.
The Ten Commandments (USA) pdf
Babies and Toddlers lesson
The Ten Commandments – 5+ lesson pdf

Bible Study
Easter 7 (B) – May 16, 2021
St. Peter’s Ornaments are back !

Janelle Hiroshige
RCL: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Psalm 1; 1 John 5:9-13; John 17:6-19

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26

Commissioned in 2009, and the 4th
in a series of Downtown Gulfport
Landmarks, these cast pewter
ornaments are the original work of
artist Maurice Milleur.
Measuring approximately 2 3/4″ tall.
These make great gifts for Easter,
Mother’s or Father’s Day and help
support our ECW.
Ornaments are $20/each and may
be purchased by contacting any
ECW member or the church oﬃce.

Where violence seeks to end life, God seeks to bring new life. The invitation
in this Easter season is to pay attention to the little buds of new life all
around us. They are there, if only we take the time to notice. In this passage,
new communities are forming. Communities of love who seek to follow the
life and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In this community formation, it is
important for there to be people present who were actual witnesses to
Jesus’ resurrection. This reminds us that we are part of a great cloud of
witnesses who have lived into this story over many years and over many
generations. Mothers telling their sons. Grandparents telling their
grandchildren. We get to join in that story and that legacy. Thanks be to God.
What does it mean to bear witness to the resurrection of Jesus Christ today?
What does it mean to cultivate resurrection hope while also acknowledging the reality of grief? Can both be true?

read more...

Day of Pentecost (B) – May 23, 2021
Ryan Wiksell
RCL: Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 104:25-35, 37; Acts 2:1-21; John 15:26-27, 16:4-15

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Being Episcopalian
The Mississippi Episcopal
Diocese
The Episcopal Church
National Cathedral
Episcopal Cafe

Check out our neighboring
Coast Churches
St. Mark's Gulfport
Trinity Pass Christian
Christ Church Bay St. Louis
St. Patrick's Long Beach
St. Thomas Diamondhead
Church of the Redeemer
Biloxi
St. John's Ocean Springs
First United Methodist
Church

“On the ﬁfth day of the month (it was the ﬁfth year of the exile of King
Jehoiachin), the word of the Lord came to the priest Ezekiel son of Buzi, in the
land of the Chaldeans by the river Chebar; and the hand of the Lord was on
him there.”
That’s how the book of Ezekiel opens. Ezekiel is a priest, and priests belong in
the Temple, right? He’s an Israelite, and Israelites belong in Israel. But he’s not
in Israel, he’s in Babylon. And he’s not in the Temple, he’s sitting on the banks
of a random irrigation ditch. Ezekiel had spent his youth preparing for priestly
ministry, awaiting the day when he would turn thirty years old and be
ordained to serve in the Temple. But before he could turn thirty, the Babylonian army showed up, and took it all away. What the prophets
had been warning Israel of for generations had actually happened. Jerusalem is just gone. The Temple is just gone. And Ezekiel, along with
thousands of his countrymen, is carted oﬀ to a very strange land.
What a confusing time for Ezekiel. His thirtieth birthday arrives, and not only is there no ordination ceremony, but also everything he was
ever taught about being human is utterly demolished. So many questions must have run through his mind: What does it mean that God
rescued you from Egypt if he could not protect you from Babylon? How do you celebrate the Passover? How do you ring in the new year?
How do you thank God for the harvest? Or atone for your sins? Or make any kind of oﬀering at all? How can you be a people here? How can
you even be a person here? It’s such a lonely feeling. You don’t think it can get any worse than this, but you stay awake at night, in fear that
it will.
But then Ezekiel has a vision. God shows him an image of this hopelessness they all have: it’s a grisly scene – an army fought a battle and
lost. Not only did they lose, but they were all slaughtered. Not only were they slaughtered, but they were left in the valley to rot. Not only
were they left in the valley to rot, but they were left there for years and years and years, till all the vultures had picked their corpses clean
and the sun had baked them dry and the wind had scattered their bones around – so that you can’t even tell they were once individuals.
Just a valley of dry bones. Even the mention of hope—even the uttering of the word hope—sounds stupid. Like imagining that one day the
Twin Towers in New York could stand again.

What does your faith hang by? A thread, or a sturdy rope?
Does a message of hope ever strike you as foolish or naïve?
read more...
“O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory ﬁlls the whole creation, and whose presence we ﬁnd wherever we go: preserve those who travel; surround them with your loving care; protect
them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

Contact Us
email: stpetersbythesea@bellsouth.net
phone: 228.863.2611
address: 1909 15th Street Gulfport, Ms 39501
See much more: stpetersbytheseagulfport.com

getting social

