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About Maundy Thursday
The Thursday in Holy Week is part of  theTriduum, or three holy days before Easter.  It comes
from the Latin mandatum novum, “new commandment,” from John 13:34.  The ceremony of
washing feet was also referred to as “the Maundy.” The washing of  feet was a menial act of
hospitality in the Old Testament (see Genesis 18:4, 19:12).  It was often performed for guests by a
servant or the wife of  the host.  Jesus urged thedisciples to follow his example of  generous and
humble service.  His ‘washing of  the disciples feet’was a lived expression of  his teaching and
expressed the new commandment for his disciples to love one another, as he had loved them.

Maundy Thursday celebrations also commemorate the institution of  the eucharist by Jesus “on
the night he was betrayed.” The Book of  Common PrayerLiturgy for Maundy Thursday provides
for celebration of  the eucharist and a ceremony ofthe washing of  feet which follows the gospel
and homily.  There is also provision for the consecration of  the bread and wine for administering
Holy Communion from the reserved sacrament on Good Friday.  Following this, the altar is
stripped and all decorative furnishings are removed from the church.

Because the Maundy Thursday liturgy is one part in the ongoing liturgy of  the Triduum over the
next three days, tonight’s service has no real ending. The people should leave in silence after the
altar is stripped & cleansed, the cross is draped in black, and the lights are dimmed.



The Holy Eucharist:  Rite Two

Entrance Music

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Celebrant Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People His mercy endures for ever.

The Celebrant then says
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Lord, have mercy.
People Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant Lord, have mercy.

The Collect of the Day
The Celebrant says to the people

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
Almighty Father, whose dear Son, on the night before he suffered, instituted the Sacrament of
his Body and Blood: Mercifully grant that we may receive it thankfully in remembrance of
Jesus Christ our Lord, who in these holy mysteries gives us a pledge of eternal life; and who
now lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Lessons
The Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when
he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said,
‘This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way he took the
cup also, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

After each Reading, the Reader may say
The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God

Psalm 116:1, 10-17 (read responsively)
I love the LORD, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, *



because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him.
How shall I repay the LORD *

for all the good things he has done for me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation *

and call upon the Name of the LORD.
User Field SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 = I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *

in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the LORD *

is the death of his servants.
O LORD, I am your servant; *

I am your servant and the child of your handmaid;
you have freed me from my bonds.

I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving *
and call upon the Name of the LORD.

I will fulfill my vows to the LORD *
in the presence of all his people,

In the courts of the LORD’S house, *
in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

The Holy Gospel
Then, all standing, the Celebrant reads the Gospel, first saying

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Holy Gospel John 13:1-17, 31b-35
Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them
to the end. The devil had already put it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray
him. And during supper Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands,
and that he had come from God and was going to God, got up from the table, took off his
outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to
wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. He came
to Simon Peter, who said to him, ‘Lord, are you going to wash my feet?’ Jesus answered, ‘You
do not know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.’ Peter said to him, ‘You
will never wash my feet.’ Jesus answered, ‘Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.’
Simon Peter said to him, ‘Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!’ Jesus said
to him, ‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean.
And you are clean, though not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason
he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’

After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the table, he said to
them, ‘Do you know what I have done to you? You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are
right, for that is what I am. So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also



ought to wash one another’s feet. For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I
have done to you. Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. If you know these things, you are blessed if
you do them.

Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him. If God has been
glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and
will glorify him at once. Li�le children, I am with you only a li�le longer. You will look for
me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, you cannot come.” I
give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
alsoUser Field SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 = should love one another. By this everyone will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.’

After the Gospel, the Reader says
The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Sco� Williams, Deacon

The Prayers of the People
The Leader and People pray responsively.  The people’s responses are printed in bold.

Presider:  When the hour had come for Christ to be glorified, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet,
giving us his example of servanthood, and he fed us with bread and wine so that we might
participate in his death and resurrection:  Loving God, be present with us as we bring into
your compassionate heart all of the suffering and need of the world, saying:  We love you, O
God, because you have heard the voice of our supplication.

Litanist:  Gracious One, through Christ you gave the disciples the new commandment to love
one another:  Empower the Church with your Spirit, that we may walk in the way of the cross
with such courage and compassion that everyone will know that we are Christ's disciples.
We love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of our supplication.

Holy, Immortal One, you absorbed the injustice, evil and violence of every power and
principality in Christ's glorification upon the cross: Empower those who work for
reconciliation and peace, that everyone exercising a position of authority in the world may
share in your work of healing and reunion.  We love you, O God, because you have heard the
voice of our supplication.

Giver of Eternal Life, we ask your compassionate presence to be active in every place where
people suffer or mourn or die.  We love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of our
supplication.

Healer of bodies and souls, we bring our prayers of intercession and supplication for those



we love, especially those we now mention aloud or in the silence of our hearts (pause).
Precious in your sight, O God, is the death of your servants. We commend to Christ's cross
and resurrection those who have died, especially those we now remember aloud or in the
silence of our hearts (pause).    We love you, O God, because you have heard the voice of our
supplication.

Presider:  In Jesus the divine life has been revealed to us as servant and sacrifice:  Gracious
God, hear our prayers on behalf of your whole creation, that you may receive our offering as
you received Christ's death for us, consecrating everything into the life of the Spirit, for you
live and reign, One God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

User Field SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 = Confession of Sin and Absolution
Celebrant: Let us confess our sins to God

Silence may be kept.  Minister and People
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our
lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you have
created.  We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil done on
our behalf. Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may
abide in your love and serve only your will.  Amen.

The Priest then says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

The Peace
The Celebrant says to the people

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the name of the Lord.

The Great Thanksgiving
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Celebrant It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks,

all-holy God, source of life and fountain of mercy.
Celebrant: Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that
he might draw the whole world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the



source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in him.
Therefore joining with Angels and Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we
lift our voices with all creation as we say:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full, full of your
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The Celebrant continues
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life.  You formed us in
your own image and called us to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care
that we might be your faithful stewards  and show forth your bountiful grace.  But we failed
to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your goodness in the
world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your
love.  Yet you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people.
Through Abraham and Sarah you called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from
slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets to renew your promise of
salvation.  Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory.  Giving
himself freely to death on the cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and
life.

On the night before he died for us, Our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my
Body which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.”  As supper was ending,
Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said:
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of
me.”  Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Celebrant and People say together
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

The Celebrant continues
Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this
bread and this wine. By your Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior
Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as
Christ’s Body in the world.  Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your daughters and sons,
that with St. Peter and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your
Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever. AMEN.



Celebrant:
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory for ever and ever.  Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

A period of silence is kept.

Then the Celebrant says
Celebrant Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People Therefore let us keep the feast.

Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately delivers it to the people.
Communion Note: Wherever you are on your journey of faith you are welcome at this table.  The

Bread and the Cup are given to the communicants with these words
The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.]
The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation. [Amen.]

After Communion, the Celebrant says
Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the
most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in
these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your
eternal kingdom.  And now, Father, send us out to do the work you have given us to do, to
love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord.  To him, to you, and to the
Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

Solemn Prayer over the People
Almighty God, we pray you graciously to behold this your family, for whom our Lord Jesus
Christ was willing to be betrayed, and given into the hands of sinners, and to suffer death
upon the cross; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

The Stripping and Cleansing of the Altar
After the altar and sanctuary are stripped, the cross draped in black, and the lights are dimmed, people



may leave when they desire.


