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ST. STEPHEN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

ORDER OF WORSHIP
Second Sunday in Advent

DECEMBER 6, 2020 @ 10:30 a.m. CST

Dear St. Stephen's,

Thank you for joining us for the Holy Eucharist Service on
this second Sunday in Advent. Serving as today's lectors
are Joe Blanford and Joanne Seeberger. Music is provided
by Anne Jones and Allen Hennig and a surprise guest and
friend of mine. Mike Marcionetti and Todd Schmidt are
running our A/V.

Advent Godly Play stories told by Darelle Jordan continue each Sunday of
Advent. These air at 10 a.m. CST on YouTube and Facebook. All ages are sure
to enjoy this precious unfolding of the Advent Story. Links will be sent by
email.

Allen Hennig is offering a special Advent TAKE 5 series. We get to enjoy these
now two days a week – Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10 a.m. CST on YouTube
and Facebook. Links are sent the morning of each airing.

If you missed either of the first and second airings of the Advent Godly Play or
the Advent TAKE 5, these can be viewed on the church YouTube playlists for
Godly Play and TAKE 5.

If you are already a St. Stephen's YouTube subscriber and/or Facebook

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmBnkLij8nRcabWBv40LaA
https://www.facebook.com/ststeveepiscopal
https://www.ststeve.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmmBnkLij8nRcabWBv40LaA
https://www.facebook.com/961503583993812/posts/1999536016857225/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=LLmmBnkLij8nRcabWBv40LaA
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLbj1hnloR5xEDLgH24nXVZhMMdPqRz_dO


follower, you will receive an alert Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. when we begin
to live-stream the 10:30 a.m. Sunday Service. For others, you may watch the
service at 10:30 a.m. by clicking the links at the top of this order of worship or
visiting the church website, ststeve.org and clicking the blue button "click here
for online worship."

May God bless you this day and always,

Fr. Kevin

Today's Altar Flowers are given by:
ST. STEPHEN'S

in celebration of Jeannetta Watson's birthday.

PRELUDE
"Prepare the Way, O Zion"

WELCOME
Joann Seeberger

ADVENT WREATH
"Second Sunday–The Angel's Message: Peace"
Joe Blanford

Leader:         During Advent we recall God's Peace spoken to us long ago.
People:       For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.

Leader:          During Advent we anticipate Peace yet to unfold.
People:        For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.

Leader:          During Advent we recall God's mighty deeds from ages past.
People:        For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.

Leader:           During Advent we anticipate Peace in all the worlds.
People:        For you are great and do marvelous deeds, you alone are God.
           
Leader:           Today we light two candles. The first candle reminds us that
Advent is a time to hear again the message of Hope offered through Jesus
Christ. In a season when our lives abound with activity; Advent is a time to
listen with faithful expectation. The second candle invites us to recall the
mighty deeds God has performed throughout the ages, and to recognize the
marvelous ways God is at work for Peace in the world today. As we continue our
Advent journey let us hear the words of Peace God has spoken and live the
Peace that that God has shown us. 

http://ststeve.org


THE OPENING HYMN #76
"On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry"

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is
nigh; awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King
of kings.

Then cleansed be every breast from sin; make straight the way for God within,
and let each heart prepare a home where such a mighty guest may come.
For thou art our salvation, Lord, our refuge, and our great reward; without thy
grace we waste away like flowers that wither and decay. 

The service begins on page 355 of The Book of Common Prayer.

THE SALUTATION

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen

COLLECT FOR PURITY

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires are known, and from you
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.
People:     Christ, have mercy.
Celebrant: Lord, have mercy.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People:      And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

COLLECT FOR THE DAY (BCP pg. 211)

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance
and prepare the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings
and forsake our sins, that we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our
Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen. 

THE LESSONS
First Reading (Isaiah 40:1-11)
Lector: Joe Blanford

Lector: A Reading from the Book of Isaiah

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she
has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins.



A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the L ORD, make straight
in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up, and every
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the
rough places a plain. Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all
people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”

A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower
fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand for ever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to
the cities of Judah,

“Here is your God!” See, the Lord G OD comes with might, and his arm rules for
him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his
flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in
his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord
People:  Thanks be to God

PSALM 85:1-2, 8-16 (Benedixisti, Domine)

The Psalm appointed today is Psalm 85, beginning on page 708 in your
prayer book. We will read responsively by whole verse.

1 You have been gracious to your land, O L ORD, you have restored the good
fortune of Jacob.
2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all
their sins.
8 I will listen to what the L ORD God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people and to those who turn their
hearts to him.
9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, that his
glory may dwell in our land.
10 Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
11 Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.
13 Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

THE EPISTLE (2 Peter 3:8-15a)
Lector: Joann Seeberger

Lector: A reading from the Second Letter of Peter

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day. The Lord is not slow
about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not
wanting any to perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord



will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise,
and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that
is done on it will be disclosed.
Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought
you to be in leading lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set ablaze
and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his
promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at
home.

Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be found by
him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as
salvation. 

Lector:   The Word of the Lord
People:  Thanks be to God

GRADUAL HYMN #65 "Prepare the Way, O Zion"

Prepare the way, O Zion, your Christ is drawing near! Let every
hill and valley a level way appear. Greet One who comes in
glory, foretold in sacred story. Oh, blest is Christ that came in
God’s most holy name. 

THE GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-8

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark
People:       Glory to you, Lord Christ

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, I am sending my messenger ahead of
you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight,’”

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was
clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate
locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I
is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit.” 

Celebrant:      The Gospel of the Lord
People:            Praise to you, Lord Christ

SERMON
The Rev. Kevin LJ Schubert



THE NICENE CREED (BCP pg. 358)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of
all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy
Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Leader: The response to the Prayers of the People is: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Dear gracious heavenly Father, it is by your will that we have all been
brought here today. We thank you! We praise you! And we seek to experience
your love in new ways, and to discern your reality in our lives in ways that will
connect us with the new lives you have already given us in Christ.

We pray for your church here and your church all over this world. We especially
pray for our Presiding Bishop; our diocesan bishops; and our clergy. We also
pray for St. Stephen’s Episcopal School – for the students, parents, faculty, and
Head of School as they are strengthened by God’s blessing and growing in
Grace; we ask your prayers for the Mission and Ministries of St. Stephen’s
Church, that we may continue to be faithful stewards of Christ’s bounty and
responsive to the cries of those in need.

Renew your churches that have fallen asleep. Bless them with a new awareness
of how available you are. For your churches who suffer persecution, especially
in certain parts of this world, fill them with your joy and your confidence. And
may all your churches grow with new insights into your good news for us in
Jesus Christ.

Leader: Gracious and loving God,



People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray to you for all who rule and hold authority throughout the
whole world: for those how are good, that you would preserve them; for those
who are not promoting good, that you would convert their hearts or bring their
power to an end as you see fit. We pray that you would show yourself to them
as the one whose servants they are and must remain.
 
Leader: Gracious and loving God,
People:  Hear our prayer.
 
Leader: We pray for you to oppose tyranny, terrorism, and disorder; to help
all oppressed nations and persons to gain their rights. We also pray for the
protection of our brothers and sisters serving our nation in the military.

Leader: Gracious and loving God,
People: Hear our prayer.
 
Leader: We pray to you for the poor, the sick, the helpless, the disturbed; and
for all who suffer things of which are known to you alone. Comfort them with
your presence and whit the help of your kingdom. We give thanks for the birth
of all children; for the healing or improvement of [the infirmed], and we pray
for those who have died.

Leader: Gracious and loving God,
People: Hear our prayer.
 
Leader: And for us, we pray that we will be guided by your Spirit to bring out
love in one another and never neglect our being together in the name of Jesus
Christ; with whom, and in whose presence we pray. Amen

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Celebrant: O Great Love, thank you for living and loving in us and through us.
May all that we do flow from our deep connection with you and all beings. Help
us become a community that vulnerably shares each other’s burdens and the
weight of glory. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our world.
Knowing you are hearing us better than we are speaking, we offer these prayers
in all the holy names of God. Amen. (Richard Rohr)

CONFESSION OF SIN AND ABSOLUTION (BCP, pg. 360)

Celebrant: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Silence may be kept

Celebrant and People:
Most merciful God, We confess that we have sinned against you In thought,
word, and deed, By what we have done, And by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son
Jesus Christ, Have mercy on us and forgive us; That we may delight in your
will, And walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Celebrant:
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy
Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Altar flowers are given by St. Stephen's in celebration of Jeannetta Watson's
birthday.
Online giving can be done through the church website through gifts of gratitude and
pledge cards.
TAKE 5, a 5 minute music break hosted by Allen Hennig airing on YouTube and
Facebook twice weekly on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. CDT. Links and
reminders will be emailed.
Happy December Birthdays: Cherie Dawson, Rick Lucier, Todd Schmidt,
Jeannetta Watson
Happy Anniversary: Al and Jean Sander (57 years)
Have your birthday or wedding anniversary announced publicly by filling out the
online form. We do not announce birthdays and wedding anniversaries without your
permission. Birthdays and wedding anniversaries are announced in monthly blocks,
therefore, please submit information two weeks in advance.
One on one meetings with Fr. Kevin are being scheduled through office@ststeve.org
St. Stephen's Santa details for shopping, donating, volunteering at:
ststeve.org/santa. Deadline to order gifts for "adopted" children is today!

BLESSINGS (Birthdays, Wedding Anniversaries)

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

Cherie Dawson
Rick Lucier
Todd Schmidt
Jeannetta Watson

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARY!

Al & Jean Sander (57 years)

THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory Sentence: Walk in love as Christ loved us and gave Himself for us, an
offering and sacrifice to God.

Offertory “Creation Will Be at Peace” (Williams/Page)

Doxology (all sing)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Eucharistic Prayer B (BCP pg 367)

https://www.ststeve.org/online-giving
https://ststevewimberley.wufoo.com/forms/zjnfcg308j81wp
https://www.ststeve.org/forms
mailto:office@ststeve.org
http://ststeve.org/santa


Celebrant       The Lord be with you.
People          And also with you.
 
Celebrant       Lift up your hearts.
People          We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People          It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Celebrant      It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to
give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you
sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs
in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great
triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or read rejoice to behold
his appearing. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for- ever sing this hymn to
proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus   Celebrant and People

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant   We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which
you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your
people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you
have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him,
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of
death into life.
    
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when
he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.”
    
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it
to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blook of the new
Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of
sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People We remember his death, we proclaim his
resurrection, we await his coming in glory;

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O
Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they
may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new
Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable



through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all
things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with St. Stephen and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting
heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the
firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and
glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray,

Celebrant and People   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and
ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant      Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
People            Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant      The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. The Blood of Christ, the cup of
salvation.

COMMUNION HYMN #343 "Shepherd of Souls, Refresh and
Bless"

POST COMMUNION PRAYER (BCP pg. 366)

Celebrant   Let us pray.

Celebrant and People
Almighty and ever-living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual
food of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ;
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the
Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us
out to do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful
witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor
and glory, now and forever. Amen.

THE BLESSING (BCP pg. 339)



The blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN #444 "Blessed Be the God of Israel "

Blessed be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free; he visits and redeems
us, he grants us liberty. The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release;
God shall fulfill his promise and bring his people peace.
    
He from the house of David a child of grace has given; a Savior comes among
us to raise us up to heaven. Before him goes his herald, forerunner in the way,
the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of Day.
    
On prisoners of darkness the sun begins to rise, the dawning of forgiveness
upon the sinner’s eyes. He guides the feet of pilgrims along the paths of
peace. O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease.

DISMISSAL

Celebrant and People: Alleluia! Alleluia! Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
"Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus" (arr. Cindy Berry)
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Organist/pianist for this service: Allen Hennig
Singing/Cantor: Anne Jones

Virtual Offering using
Tithe.ly

https://www.ststeve.org/online-giving

