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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

December 6, 2020 
Morning Prayer Rite I 

Connected 
in Christ 



Morning Prayer – Rite I 
 

Opening Sentence 
Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.    Isaiah 40:3 

 

Confession of Sin 
Officiant:          Let us humbly confess our sins unto Almighty God. 

Officiant and People:  
Almighty and most merciful Father, 
we have erred and strayed from thy ways 
     like lost sheep, 
we have followed too much the devices and desires  
     of our own hearts, 
we have offended against thy holy laws, 
we have left undone those things which  
    we ought to have done, 
and we have done those things which we ought not to 
    have done. 
But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, 
spare thou those who confess their faults, 
restore thou those who are penitent, 
according to thy promises declared unto humankind 
     in Christ Jesus our Lord; 
and grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous,  
     and sober life, 
to the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

Officiant: The Almighty and merciful Lord grant you absolution 
and remission of all your sins, true repentance, amendment of 
life, and the grace and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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Invitatory and Psalter 

Officiant: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 
Amen. 

Venite  

Officiant: Our King and Savior draweth nigh: 
People : O come, let us adore him.  

Officiant and People 
O come, let us sing unto the Lord; * 
    let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving * 
    and show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

For the Lord is a great God, * 
    and a great King above all gods. 
In his hand are all the corners of the earth, * 
    and the strength of the hills is his also. 
The sea is his, and he made it, * 
    and his hands prepared the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and fall down, * 
    and kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
For he is the Lord our God, * 
    and we are the people of his pasture 
    and the sheep of his hand. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; * 
    let the whole earth stand in awe of him. 
For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, * 
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    and with righteousness to judge the world 
    and the peoples with his truth. 

Officiant:  Our King and Savior draweth nigh: 
People : O come, let us adore him.  

Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13   chanted 

1 You have been gracious to your land, O LORD, * 
you have restored the good fortune of Jacob. 

2 You have forgiven the iniquity of your people * 
and blotted out all their sins. 

8 I will listen to what the LORD God is saying, * 
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people 
and to those who turn their hearts to him. 

9 Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him, * 
that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Mercy and truth have met together; * 
righteousness and peace have kissed each other. 

11 Truth shall spring up from the earth, * 
and righteousness shall look down from heaven. 

12 The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, * 
and our land will yield its increase. 

13 Righteousness shall go before him, * 
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet. 

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 

that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, 

that she has received from the LORD's hand 
double for all her sins. 

A voice cries out: 
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“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

Every valley shall be lifted up, 
and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, 
and the rough places a plain. 

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 
and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry out!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; 
surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades; 
but the word of our God will stand for ever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; 

lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 

say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” 

See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for 
him; 

his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 

He will feed his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms, 

and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

                Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
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Sequence Hymn, #67: Comfort, comfort ye my people   PSALM 
42           

Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 
  

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people 
from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in 
the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he 
ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to 
stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I have baptized 
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
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Homily                             The Rev. Nathaniel F. 
Bourne 

The Apostles’ Creed 

Officiant and People together 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
    who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, dead, and buried. 
    He descended into hell. 
    The third day he rose again from the dead. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. 
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
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    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
Suffrages 
V.    O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage; 
R.    Govern them and lift them up for ever. 
V.    Day by day we magnify thee; 
R.    And we worship thy name for ever,  
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      The Lord be with you.
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      And with thy spirit.
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      Let us pray.
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            world without end. 
V.    Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin; 
R.    O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 
V.    O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us; 
R.    As our trust is in thee. 
V.    O Lord, in thee have I trusted; 
R.    Let me never be confounded. 

Collects and Intercessions 

General Thanksgiving 

Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we thine unworthy servants 
do give thee most humble and hearty thanks 
for all thy goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all people. 
We bless thee for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for thine inestimable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we beseech thee, 
give us that due sense of all thy mercies, 
that our hearts may be unfeignedly thankful; 
and that we show forth thy praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

Announcements 
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A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
      
   Officiant and People:  
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with 
one accord to make our common supplication unto thee; 
and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son that 
when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
thou wilt be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best for 
us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and 
in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Closing Sentence and Blessing 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  

People  Thanks be to God.    

In this time of physical distancing, it is important to stay connected in 
as many ways as possible. We will continue to be available for spiritual 
counseling and pastoral concerns. Similarly, if you are in a position to 
offer assistance to others, we would like to hear from you. You can 
contact the church office or can reach Rob, Anne, and Nathan on their 
cell phones 

The Rev. Rob Stevens  rector@stjohnsnh.org        603.828.1962 
The Rev. Anne Williamson      anne@stjohnsnh.org         603.498.5474 
The Rev. Nathaniel Bourne     nathan@stjohnsnh.org     828.557.9215 
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Office Information 
The Parish Office will be physically closed  

but open for calls and emails  

M-Th 10am-2pm 
Telephone: (603) 436.8283 

Website:  www.stjohnsnh.org 
Email: administrator@stjohnsnh.org 

Follow us on Social Media @stjohnsnh 

 

Clergy, Staff & Wardens 

The Rev. Robert E. Stevens, Jr., Rector 
The Rev. Anne C. Williamson, Associate Rector 
The Rev. Nathaniel Bourne, Associate Rector 
The Rev. G. Richard Siener, Priest Associate  

Jennifer McPherson, Director of Music and Liturgy 
Ashley Wade, Director of Communications and Children’s Ministries  

Rebecca Hennessy, Parish Administrator  
Michelle Karcher, Financial Administrator 

John Tabor, Senior Warden 
Gerry Simpkins, Junior Warden 

Kelly Boston, Treasurer 
Karen Barsanti, Clerk 

Vestry: John Bolduc, Lizzie Bristow, Jeff Croteau,  
Veronique Doherty, Allison Dudas, Barry Heckler, Chris Nettleton, 

Randy Philbrook, Ellie Sanderson 
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