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The Church is a Crutch... Lean on It
Good People, 
So, September. If I were able to 
re-invent the calendar it would 
seem appropriate to celebrate the 
new year now. Perhaps it is the 
result of dividing so much of my 
life into semesters. I can’t be sure, 
but it feels like a beginning. That is 
not the only thing about 
September. It is also when 
I decide that the rule 
about wearing seer-
sucker after Labor 
Day is ridiculous and 
criminally restrictive. 
For the past four 
years, it is the month I 
celebrate being your 
priest and pastor for 
another run around the 
sun. On a sadder note, it is the 
month I lost my father. Seventeen 
years now. His memory grows 
more vivid in the fall. I think about 
him. I dream about him. I laugh 
with him. I worry about the Saints 
with him. I also tend to quote him 
more often. 
Some of my favorites. If you’re 
skating on thin ice, you might as 
well be dancing. When you’ve 

hunted as long as I have you can 
sleep in too. When football season 
ends it’s time to get serious about 
fishing. There are others I simply 
don’t feel comfortable sharing in a 
church newsletter. But ask me and 
I’ll be happy to transform your life 
with his darker wisdom.

A particular saying of his 
has been rattling around 

my head with more 
intensity this year. I 
was in high school 
spending the rare 
school night in his 
apartment. We were 
talking about vari-

ous family members, 
immediate and extend-

ed, and their relation-
ships to their various 

churches and faith traditions. It 
had been so long since he had been 
to church. Even though he consid-
ered himself a man with strong 
faith, he just had other things to do 
on Sundays. It shouldn’t surprise 
you that I think the congregational 
community amplifies the journey 
of faith, but I don’t fault those who 
have found other life-giving 
highways to the kingdom.
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Our next Murky Monday will be held on November 
11, Veterans' Day. We will honor all veterans in 
attendance and present the flag for the Pledge of 
Allegiance to begin the night.

Join us for an evening of fellowship and fun! A buffet 
of pulled pork and chicken, baked beans, ‘tater salad, 
slaw, tea, and bread for $10!!! 

The funds from this event go toward our Outreach 
Ministry at St. Peter’s by the Sea.... this includes 
Feed My Sheep Biscuit Brigade and Sunday lunches, 
Salvation Army Sunday lunches and emergency 
shelter breakfasts, Rebekah’s House, Gulf Coast 
Community Ministries, Harrison County Emergency 
Children’s Shelter, and urgent needs as they arise. 
Don’t miss out on the FUN!!!

*This 30"x22" 11 g cut steel was created by Gail 
Hendrickson for the last Murky Monday silent auction.

Murky Monday
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Book Club
The Book Club meets on the first 
Thursday of the 
month in the parlor 
of the parish hall at 
10 a.m. Animated 
discussions 
enlighten and 
delight. 

Book Club Meetings: 
October 3 The Only Woman in the Room 
by Marie Benedict 
Her beauty almost certainly saved her 
from the rising Nazi party and led to 
marriage with an Austrian arms dealer. 
Underestimated in everything else, she 
overheard the Third Reich's plans while 
at her husband's side, understanding more 
than anyone would guess. She devised a 
plan to flee in disguise from their castle, 
and the whirlwind escape landed her 
in Hollywood. She became Hedy 
Lamarr, screen star. But she kept a secret 
more shocking than her heritage or her 
marriage: she was a scientist.
 
November 7 Becoming Mrs. Lewis by 
Patti Callahan 
When poet and writer Joy Davidman 
began writing letters to C. S. Lewis—
known as Jack—she was looking for 
spiritual answers, not love. Love, after all, 
wasn’t holding together her crumbling 
marriage. Everything about New Yorker 
Joy seemed ill-matched for an Oxford 
don and the beloved writer of Narnia, 
yet their minds bonded over their letters. 
Embarking on the adventure of her life, 
Joy traveled from America to England 
and back again, facing heartbreak and 
poverty, discovering friendship and faith, 
and against all odds, finding a love that 
even the threat of death couldn’t destroy.

United Thank Offering 
 
“The United Thank 
Offering (UTO) is 
a ministry of The 
Episcopal Church for 
the mission of the whole 
church. Through UTO, 
individuals are invited 
to embrace and deepen 
a personal daily spiritual 
discipline of gratitude. 
UTO encourages people 
to notice the good things 
that happen each day, give 
thanks to God for those blessings and make 
an offering for each blessing using a UTO 
Blue Box. UTO is entrusted to receive the 
offerings, and to distribute the 100% of what 
is collected to support innovative mission and 
ministry throughout The Episcopal Church 
and Provinces of the Anglican Communion.” 
(UTO ) 
 
This year the ECW of St. Peter’s has elected 
to once again participate in the annual In-
Gathering of UTO. The signature Blue Boxes 
will be distributed in the coming weeks. While 
the hoped-for outcome is “dropping a coin 
of thanks into the box”, take the tradition 
a bit further. Find time daily to reflect on 
your blessings and offer thanks to God, so 
that as the coin is deposited your prayers 
of thanksgiving are offered up. This can be 
done individually or establish a tradition with 
your whole family. Honor the little blessings 
as well as the big ones, i.e., “doing well on 
a test”; “having a good day at the office” or 
“just because”. Our expressions of gratitude 
will bring blessings to others.  

AN OFFERING FOR EACH BLESSING

THE GOOD THINGS THAT HAPPEN EACH DAY

UNITED THANK OFFERING

THANKS TO GOD FOR YOUR BLESSINGS

100% of a l l  funds given to UTO are granted the fol lowing year to 
support innovative miss ion and ministry in the Episcopal  Church.   

To learn more vis it :  www.episcopalchurch.org/uto

episcopalchurch.org /uto unitedthankof fer ing.org @unitedthankof fer ing
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Eleven of 
our U.S. 
Presidents were 
Episcopalian.

The ECW has chosen to once again 
participate in the national project, 
United Thank Offering and the blue boxes 
are available on the tables at 
the back of the church near the entrance. 
Please take one for your family and begin 
a daily tradition 
of giving thanks. 
Our in-gathering 
will be on Sunday, 
November 3. 
(More UTO 
information 
appears elsewhere 
in The Key.) 

Tuesday, December 10 - 6:00 p.m. - 
Ladies mark your calendars now because 
you will not want to miss our annual 
Christmas Gathering. Our special guest, 
Rebecca Jernnigan, a Sacred Story Teller, 
will provide the evening’s program. Bring 
an appetizer and/or beverage and friends 
and join us for an entertaining evening. 

Thank you to all who participated in our 
White Elephant Bingo Night which was a 
rousing success. All who attended appeared 
to have a wonderful time, enjoying good 
food, friends and “winning”. (We have a 
few competitive folks in our midst.) 

Our next meeting will be at Noon on 
Tuesday, October 8. Bring a sack lunch and 
join us in the Parish Hall.

ECW News

September was a great kickoff for 
EYC! The combining of all 4 churches 
(Redeemer Biloxi, St. Mark’s GPT, Trinity 
in the Pass, and St. Peter’s) has been a 
good change and has allowed a lot more 
opportunities for service and fellowship. 
Already, we sent 18 kids from the coast to 
JR. High DOY, have an average attendance 
of 30 kids, have packaged vitamins for 
the Honduras Medical Mission, and have 
chosen several charities are youth want to 
support. If you are a 5th-12th grader and 
your looking to expand your community, 
and are open to helping others, come 
join us! 

Text 228-596-9118, to be added to the 
group message on GroupMe.
 
Peace,
 
Brent Benvenutti

Over the past few months, the Vestry has worked 
to compile a list of needed 
repairs to the parish 
buildings and property. 
Approval was given to 
John Ruble and Jadot 
Construction to oversee 
the repairs and work has now begun. 

Important events/dates: 
“All You Need is Big Love” - Beatles Mass 
October 13 
Stewardship Campaign - beginning mid-October 
and concluding the end of November.
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In Sunday 
School, the 
children have 
been studying 
about creation 
and we have 
had some 
exciting hands-on projects to 
go along with our study of how 
God created the world. One 
Sunday, we planted flowers, 
another Sunday, we made water 
in a bottle and we also played 
with “snow” made of shaving 
cream. We’ve had so much fun 
while learning! 
In Children’s Church, we have 
studied bible stories while 
incorporating some Beatles 
music – “With a Little Help 
from My Friends,” – the story 
of four friends who brought 
their paralyzed friend to Jesus 
to be healed; “All You Need is 
Love” – the Prodigal Son – we 
made pigs wallowing in the 
“mud” – chocolate pudding, 
and studied about a father’s 
love for his son; and “Sgt. 
Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club 
Band” – the story of the 10 
lepers who were so lonely for 
their families until Jesus healed 
them.  
  
We still need an extra set of 
hands for Children’s Church 
on the days when we have 
a big crowd of children. If 
you are interested, please see 
Debbie Anglin. No experience 
necessary; just need helping 
hands during arts and crafts 
time.

Sunday School News
Albert Schweitzer is credited 
with saying the following: 
“I don’t know what your destiny 
will be, but one thing I know 
The only ones among you who 
will be really happy are those 
who will have sought and found 
how to serve.” 

I mention this quote because I so often hear or see one of 
you in our parish, doing just that, serving. Some of you 
make beautiful arrangements for the church each Sunday. 
Others of you stand at the door and greet, while others 
visit sick friends on a long term basis. Some sweep; others 
make bread; create beautiful music or lovely liturgies. And 
so very many of you pray. You pray for one another, for the 
upcoming Cursillo and our four participants; for the sick 
and those who have died and for your relationship with 
God for yourself. (Remember a great way to do that is to 
come on Thursdays at 5:30 for centering prayer). 

Patrick and I named me pastoral associate, which is a bit 
redundant, because if you are a member of this parish that 
is who you are too - a pastoral associate. Schweitzer was 
right. The only ones among us who will be really happy 
are those who have sought and found how to serve. Maybe 
this is why this is such a happy place.

As most of you know by now, Centering Prayer is offered 
every Thursday, at 5:30 p.m. in the church. There are about 
7 of us each week that gather to spend a brief 1/2 hour 
together in this form of meditative silent prayer. 
Thomas Keating calls it “consenting to God's presence and 
action within.” I think that is an apt definition. 

For those who want, I start at 5:00 p.m. with a bit of music, 
then we begin at 5:30 p.m.  
Do try us out. You might find, a centered life happening all 
around you. 

Love and blessings, 

Reverend Liz

Hi from Rev. Liz!
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Sunday School
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Sr. High DOY (9th-12th grades) – Fall 2019 – October 
18-20

Who? Senior High DOY is for youth in grades 9th-12th 
grades.  Adults who work with youth are also invited to staff 
and participate in networking opportunities with other youth 
leaders!

What? A Division of Youth (DOY) weekend retreat is 
full of spirituality, fun, getting messy, and just plain being 
yourself. Each semester has a unique theme, and is packed 
with faith, friends, music, games, and fun!

Where? DOY weekends are held each semester at Camp 
Bratton-Green.

When? Registration begins on Friday night between 6:00-7:00 pm (be sure to eat supper before 
you arrive!)and the weekend ends on Sunday morning at 9:00 am.

DOY Council members are the youth and adults who plan and lead these weekends.
Godly Play & Catechesis of 

the Good Shepherd

Preview Day

Saturday, October 19th ● 9:00 
am- 4:00 pm

 
Gray Center ● 1530 Way Road 
● Canton, Mississippi 39046

$25/person (includes lunch)
Lodging Available 20 Minutes South in Canton

Experience and learn about the theology and pedagogy behind each and find out what it takes to 
implement these methods of formation.
 
Facilitators:
Godly Play led by The Rev. Clelie McCandless, St. Mark's, Gulfport
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd led by The Rev. Deacon Mary Howard King, St. Paul's, 
Corinth
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The Episcopal Church Women of the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi
present

The Rev. Deacon Pam Rhea
Church of the Good Shepherd, Columbus &

St. John's, Aberdeen
 

November 15-16 at Gray Center
 

Cost: 
$130/145 (Double/Single) • $95 Friday/Saturday No Lodging/All Meals • 

$45 (Friday only) • $50 (Saturday only)

Please register by October 25
This event is open to everyone, both men and women.

 
Dreams are gifts from our soul that are seldom recognized for the healing messages they bring. They 
can help us understand ourselves and our faith on a much deeper level than our conscious allows us to 
see. Working with dreams is a valuable source of insight and inspiration, especially if it is incorporated 
with other spiritual practices such as Lectio Divina and contemplative prayer or meditation.

At this ECW conference event, we will explore some basic dream elements by looking at a few familiar 
Biblical dreams as well as by exploring some common images in dreams. Our goal for this conference 
is to be able to recognize our own dreams as God's unique gifts to us.

The Reverend Deacon Pam Rhea, of Columbus, will be the presenter for this conference. Pam has been 
working with her own dreams for over forty years, and is a graduate of The Haden Institute Dream 
Leadership Program where she was trained in approaching dreams in the Jungian Mystical Tradition. 
She is also a Spiritual Director and uses dreamwork as part of her practice.
Everyone is encouraged to bring one of their own dreams to the presentation.
 
Friday Schedule
3:00 - 6:00 p.m. Registration
3:30 p.m. Board Meeting
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:15 p.m. Program
Wine and Cheese to follow
Saturday Schedule
8:00 - 9:00 a.m. Breakfast
8:30 a.m. Registration for Day
9:15 a.m. Program
11:00 a.m. Closing Eucharist
12:15 p.m. Lunch
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Can't get enough Big Love?
Download our app!

Need to give us 
a ring? You can 

call us at:

228-863-2611

Our Guess Who from 
August

Just a friendly reminder that 
not everyone has access to a 
can opener. If possible, please 
donate canned goods with 
pop-tops.

Fran Burch

The Church continued from page 1

Food Pantry Suggestions:  Peanut butter, 
canned pastas, evaporated milk, 
spaghetti sauce and canned and 
boxed fruit juice, If items are 
canned, please buy ones that are 
pop-tops. All non-perishable 
foods are welcome.

 His life was a complex cocktail of joy and 
misery. Great humor and grave concern. 
 
 I had always thought a church and some good 
preaching would change his life, giving comfort 
in the midst of such intense inner-conflict. On 
that night I said that. He replied, “The church 
is a crutch.” And he wasn’t wrong. He had seen 
so many of our relatives and friends run to the 
church only in times of great grief, sadness, and 
confusion. I didn’t have to think about it too 
long before I responded with something I hope 
my children remember when I am gone and they 
remember me. How else can the crippled stand?  
 
If the church is not a crutch then we are doing it 
wrong. Lean on it. Let it hold you up and carry 
you forward. And when we are broken and at a 
loss for strength, I hope that we can lean on you.  
 
Big Love!

Father Patrick
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St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Mission Statement:
We are a community of faith that seeks to equip and nurture all persons to 
live out the love of God and to share the message of Jesus Christ through 
servant ministry to the greater community.

Prayer List

Mary Alice Bailey
Brett Nicholas
Deanie Wood
JoAnn VanAtta
Michele & Roger Klaes
Lee Hood
Sam Smith
Lynne Benvenutti
Vanessa Vincent
Maria Watson
Debbie Anglin
Ruff Turner
Byron Reed
Libby Koch
Celeste McInnis
Ann Milsted
Ajia Wood

PARISH FAMILY
Ricki & James Curtis
Ronnie Glass
Linda Ingles
Doris Welch
Pat Robertson
Andrew McElroy
Joy Smallwood
Rick Lyons
Sylvia Ballard
Harriet Humphreys
Jim Faulise
Evelyn Turner Echols
John Harrison Doucet
Cooper Cross
Marjorie Hendrickson
Joe Hendrickson
Joe & Karen Myers
Russell Curry
Liz Lassere
Mike Joyner
The Ray Family
Kathryn Ford
Margaret Davis
Dora Berry
Alice Christian
Foley Ranson
Jacquie Longacre
Jane Frederic
Jean Davis
Carrie Kelly
Meghan Miller

EXTENDED FAMILY
Pat Tansey
Joey Ranson
Cliff & Beverly 
Jeffrey
Joshua Van Minsel
Anthony David
Adam Healy
Dakota Moorefield
Chase Young
Trey Romero
Jonah Hudson
Jonathan Case
Sam Forrer

SERVING OUR 
COUNTRY

Cindy Giglio
DeWayne Hamilton
Kathy Boone
Anderson Mahoney
Chris Coombs
Kris Allen
Angel Schmermund
The Patterson 
Family
Mendy Briscoe
Sam Lloyd
Beverly Weeks 
Tarver
Raleigh Wood
Shirley Dubuisson
Anna Claire Diaz
Helene Grik
Roy Fakoury
Boyd Benefield
Wanda Ragland
Pat Hassin
Cameron Carter
Johnnie Culpepper
The McArthur 
Family
Michelle 
Pitre-Hiegdinger
Johnny Noble
Matthew Lancon
Sarah Wells
Mary

COMMUNITY
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Please have your articles for the November 
Key submitted by October 22. Thanks!
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And he said to them,
“Follow me and I  
will make you fishers  
of men.”

Matthew 4:19


