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Joy
Good People,  
 
Summertime and the livin' is easy....... 
Not so much!  
 
A wonderful trend I am noticing is that 
our church really cranks up the 
Kingdom in the summer months. It 
feels good doesn't it to be in motion. 
It feels right. There has been 
rest but it has felt like 
refreshment for the next 
thing, the next camp, the 
next event, the next 
service, the next 
meeting, the next visit, 
the next class, the next 
conversation, the next 
do-nut, the next task, the 
next decision, the next idea, 
the next surprise.  
 
In fact, I was in creation mode with 
someone this morning as we threw out 
ideas for the next thing. One of our 
ideas was that we needed to not go too 
crazy, to stay simple, to not overthink. 
What occurred to me in that moment 
was that perhaps simple was not the 
goal but rather joy. Finding a balance 
on that thin line between energy, awe, 
wonder, and anxiety. To attempt to go 

as far as we can into the call from God 
to co-create without sacrificing the 
great joy of ministry and service. This 
does not mean the absence of all stress 
because we have much holy work still 
to do and sometimes that urgency has 
its own byproduct, but it does mean 
ever-remembering the expansion of joy 

is our mission, to ourselves, to 
others, in the church, and out 

in the world.  
 
As I see it, caring for 
each other as we work 
alongside one another 
is how we accomplish 
that balance. Loving 

as big as we can. In this 
way, we become vessels 

through which the joy of 
God is given to the universe. 

A big job but a super fun one. And 
what is summer without fun! I hope 
you have enJOYed your summer and I 
am sure you will enJOY what comes 
next.  
 
Big Love! 
 
Father Patrick 

The Rt. Rev Brian Seage 
Bishop, Diocese of Mississippi

Ajia Wood, 
Newsletter Editor
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This was Fr Ezra’s 
response to us 
(contributors from 
St Peter’s, Coast 
Episcopal School, 
and St Peter’s VBS 
children) to help 
finalize the roof 
over the St James 
Kasemire Primary 
School.

Dear Jane,
Thank you. Thank 

you. Thank you very much. We have failed 
to get the best Words to express our sincere 
gratitude, appreciation to you and all friends 
with the entire Congregation of your Church 
and our well wishers. Kindly convey our 
sincere gratitude to all friends and well 
wishers who have generously contributed 
towards the construction of Kasemire 
Church School. God bless you abundantly.
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Book Club

There is no August 
meeting as we 
break for two 
months during the 
summer. 
 
The Book Club 
will be meeting in the parlor at 10 am on 
Thursday, September 5, to discuss Where 
the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens.  Join 
us for a lively discussion. Frequently we 
have lunch afterward at a venue of our 
choice.  
 
Synopsis:   
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" 
have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town 
on the North Carolina coast. So in late 
1969, when handsome Chase Andrews 
is found dead, the locals immediately 
suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh 
Girl. But Kya is not what they say. 
Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived 
for years alone in the marsh that she calls 
home, finding friends in the gulls and 
lessons in the sand.  
 
Then the time comes when she yearns to 
be touched and loved. When two young 
men from town become intrigued by 
her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a 
new life--until the unthinkable happens.  
Where the Crawdads Sing is at once 
an exquisite ode to the natural world, a 
heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a 
surprising tale of possible murder.

What, you may 
ask, is pastoral 
care exactly?
 
Basically, it's 
life's events; 
deaths, job loss, 
new babies, 
breakdowns and 
breakups, broken bones and big dreams. 

What I'm learning about life from the 
healing center during communion, is that 
there is a golden thread of our relationship 
with God that flows through everything we 
do or have. Belonging to a church like ours, 
allows that ribbon of God to be addressed 
and highlighted, giving us more power to 
do God's loving will in the next bit of life. 
How wonderful is all of that!!
 
We are here for you: Father Patrick, me, the 
Pastoral Care committee so able chaired by 
Judy Joest, the Wayne Nicholson healing 
station during communion and, and, and.... 
What is pastoral care? You, me, God and 
life itself.
 
With so many blessings,
 
Reverend Liz

Hi from Rev. Liz!

MURKY MONDAY - mark your calendars.
Everyone is invited to Murky Waters. BBQ on 
Monday, August 26th. Cost is $10 per person and 
includes a buffet meal with beverage. All proceeds 
benefit the outreach ministries of St. Peter's 
by-the-Sea.
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Sunday School and Choir
A short time ago, the ECW sought 
suggestions from the ladies of the parish 
through a survey and many of you 
responded that you would like periodic 
evening meetings scheduled as you were 
unavailable for Noon meetings, so we have 
scheduled two 
evening meetings. 

Ladies mark your 
calendars and 
plan to gather in 
the Parish Hall 
on Tuesday, 
September 10 at 6:00 p.m. for an evening 
of fun/food/fellowship and “White 
Elephant Bingo”! Bring an hors d’oeuvre/
beverage and if you have a “White 
Elephant item (you know that wonderful 
trinket Aunt Sadie gave you one Christmas 
that you have no place to display, much 
less figure out any use for) bring it along. It 
should be a fun evening. Cards will be $5 
each or 3 for $10. Funds collected will be 
used for parish projects and a portion will 
be earmarked for a future Outreach activity.
 
Tuesday, December 10 - 6:00p.m. Annual 
ECW Christmas Gathering with special 
guest, Rebecca Jernnigan, Sacred Story 
Teller, who will provide our program. 

Fall UTO in-gathering - UTO boxes will 
be distributed in September to be 
returned late October. United Thank 
Offering is a project of the national ECW 
and funds raised are used for various grants 
awarded nationwide. More information will 
be forthcoming.

ECW News
The kick-off for Sunday School and the Blessing 
of the Backpacks will be celebrated on Sunday, 
Aug. 11, 2019. Backpacks will be blessed at 
both the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services so please 
remind your children to bring their backpacks to 
church Aug. 11. 
  
Sunday School for prekindergarten, ages 4 
through fourth grade, will also kick off at 9:30 
a.m., Aug. 11, and Children’s Church will 
continue during the 10:30 a.m. service. Those 
interested in helping with both of these ministries 
can contact Debbie Anglin at 228-219-1756. 
  
The St. Gregory’s Chancel Choir will resume 
rehearsals following the 10:30 a.m. service 
beginning Sunday, Sept. 4, 2019.  Rehearsals will 
be on Sundays right after church; no Wednesday 
rehearsals. The choir will perform during the 
offertory the first and third Sundays, with the 
handbell choir presenting the music the second 
Sunday of the month. Solos and ensembles will 
sing on the fourth Sundays. Everyone is welcome 
to be a member of the choir. No experience 
necessary! Please come out and be a part of the 
choir as we minister through music.  
  
ROAR! Life is Wild, God is Good! Vacation 
Bible School was a huge success this year. The 
children enjoyed all the wonderful activities we 
planned for them.  A huge thank you to all of 
the people who volunteered this year with the 
children, from those who helped decorate and 
takedown, the crew leaders, those who helped in 
the kitchen, worked with arts and crafts, science 
experiments, led games and the treasure hunts, 
to those who helped with the special music, 
performed the skits and took photos, we had an 
incredible team of people who came together 
to help the children learn that “God is Good! 
I deeply appreciate the love you showed to all 
of our children. I’m sure they will carry the 
memories of VBS with them for many years.     
In Christ’s Service, 
Debbie Anglin The Key • page 8



Hey everyone! I hope you have all had a great summer! I’ve been very blessed to be apart 
of two Camp Able’s, one in Marco Island that my wife Callie is the director of, and the one 
here in Gulfport that Andrea Feeney and I co-direct. To all of you who helped financially, and 
physically. We could not have done it without y’all! Camp Able “JungAble” 2019 is in the 
books, and we are now looking forward to Camp Able “Rocks” 2020! Stay tuned it’s going to 
be one you want to be apart of! 
 
Now that I’ve filled y’all in on my summer, I’m Really Excited to announce that we are gearing 
up for a great year with “Coast Wide EYC”. Redeemer in Biloxi, St. Marks in Gulfport, Trinity 
in the Pass, and St. Peter’s are all teaming up to make one awesome Coast EYC. I will still be 
the leader, and we are gaining an increased budget due to Redeemer in Biloxi, Dinner support 
and a new place to meet thanks to St. Marks, Trinity is still contributing and providing an added 
“service-based” Wednesday evening meeting focused for our high schoolers and our older 
camp Able campers, and added energy to live into our “One Coast, One Church” motto. The 
priest of all 4 churches will be participating in a round-robin to help with spiritual leadership 
and to join our group and get to know all of our youth. Additionally, to joining the EYCs of all 
4 churches we will have adults and volunteers helping to organize fundraisers, service work, 
and new ideas. Thank you to all the churches for their contributions and added enthusiasm! 
 
I’m really excited to start our 6th year together, and looking forward to the awesome things we 
can do when we all put our heads together for one common purpose. An awesome experience 
for our kids to grow in community and fellowship with each other. EYC will still be on Sunday 
nights, but we are changing the meeting place to St Mark's off of Cowan Lorraine for centrality. 
The group will continue to be for 5th- 12th graders. As we grow, we may transition to younger 
and older groups meeting separately. We will keep everyone updated on our changes and 
growth. 
 
EYC will kick off September 8, the weekend following Labor Day. Please text me your info if 
you are new to the church and new to EYC and I will add you to a newly revamped GroupMe 
message group. On the GroupMe text group, I will remind everyone about times because 
they may vary by week, and I can send good resources to this group as well. Stay posted for a 
Schedule of meetings! See y’all soon! 
 
We are always welcoming to anyone who might have some special talents to share with our 
youth or fun events. These folks may also reach out to me to see what we can work out. 
 
Love to Y’all! 
Brent Benvenutti 
 
EYC Coordinator 
228-596-9118 
Brentbenvenutti@yahoo.com 
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What does it mean to be 
free?

"To do whatever you want and 
to eat whatever you want." ~ 
Landry

"For women to wear whatever 
they want." ~ Anna

The Vestry met on July 21, 2019, following the 
10:30 a.m. service. Father Sanders noted the 
successful, spirit-filled past month in the life of 
this parish. We have had a very active month: 
Vacation Bible School, Camp Able, Camp 
DanceAble and a fun-filled Fourth of July...
not to mention weddings and hosting a group’s 
Mystery Dinner. Thanks to all who worked on or 
contributed to the success of all of these events.
 
Plans for the Bishop’s Visit on August 4 were 
reviewed including the repair of two pews, 
having the Parish Hall Great Room floors redone 
and the brunch reception coordinated by the 
ECW. It was also noted that in addition to the 
Confirmations, Receptions, and Reaffirmations 
the Bishop will consecrate the new Chapel 
Baptismal Font. 

The Vestry heard a report from John Ruble 
concerning several needed maintenance issues 
(causes and suggested repairs). It was decided 
that the rector and wardens will meet and 
generate/prioritize a list of needed repairs. The 
Vestry voted to obtain an AC Service Contract 
with Barnes. Plans are on-going for the Beatles 
Mass tentatively set for Sunday evening, 
September 29.

Seek and Shine

"To run in the wild and eat as 
much candy and popsicles as I 
can" ~ Asher

"To eat candy" ~ Ashton

"To wear whatever you want 
and to not have to do chores." 
~ Liza

Just a reminder...
THE BISHOP IS COMING !!!
Sunday, August 4th, 8am 
and 10:30am Baptisms, 
Confirmations, Receptions and 
Reaffirmations (whew) with 
breakfast between! 
Come as you are, or Arlene.

The Key • page 10



Seek and Shine
Why do you love Camp Able?

The BBFC was one of the 
best parts of Camp Able!

Camp Able is the one time 
where I feel my happiest and 
dance my hardest. I'm so 
thankful for Camp Able!

"I like that Camp Able gives 
mentally challenged children 
the ability to have a week 
full of fun that they will 
remember for the rest of their 
lives." ~ Tripp Cottone

"Camp Able is pure love!" ~ 
Suzanna

The best part of camp 
is giving campers new 
experiences.

I love getting to see the 
campers enjoying the 
activities they get to do with 
their counselors and bonding 
in the process.

"Camp Able is a place 
where I can be myself and 
not worry about what other 
people think. Camp Able is 
unconditional love." ~ Ajia

I love Camp Able because 
camp is about potential and 
possibilities, not placement 
and powerlessness. Because 
it's about the power of 
love, not the love of power. 
Because it teaches all 
of us about the beauty, 
majesty and omnipotence 
of our creator and our 
responsibility to each other. 

"Sammie Jo and I enjoy 
camp so much and we both 
think that Camp Able gives 
these people the chance to 
do things they love and it 
truly means a lot to us!" ~ 
Sammie Jo and Rachel C.

I love Camp Able because 
there are so many fun things 
to do with your camper.

"Camp Able is an awesome 
and stress free place. I can 
be able to sing my songs 
and listen to my music here. 
I love this camp." ~ Jamie 
Estis
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"Helping in the kitchen." 
~ Jax

"I like going on the field 
trips." ~ Analise

"New experiences for the 
kids and a chance to make 
friends." ~ Brianna

Camp is a humbling 
experience.

Camp is every pink sunset 
and every blue sky.

I love Camp Able because 
it's a place special needs 
children can come and be 
themselves. Also because 
it brings joy to my heart 
knowing I'm able to make 
them happy.
"I like how it's very fun." ~ 
Gracie

"I love that everyone can 
be themselves and we are 
basically a big family. 
My camper and I had soo 
many fun times this year!" 
~ Callie Smith
"The talent show, Rachel, 
Sammy Jo squirting me." ~ 
Ashtyn Rogers

Today, my camper's 
parents picked him up 
and were SO surprised 
that he was this happy. It 
was a really heartwarming 
moment.

I love watching the 
children grow and mature 
through the years of Camp 
Able.

My favorite part about 
camp is that there is always 
tons of love to go around 
and no one ever has to be 
alone.

"Camp Able is a world 
where any child has the 
freedom to do whatever 
they put their mind to." ~ 
Mckenzie

"Waterslide with 
Mckenzie." ~ Tiffany

"I love it when I was 
playing in the park and 
doing anything." ~ Aubrey
"I love Camp Able because 
it lets me be myself." ~ 
Lauren

I love Camp Able because 
no matter what challenges 
we all may face, this week 
provides the environment 
in which we can overcome 
them. Here, we are 
all working as one to 
make sure we all have a 
beautiful, wonderful week. 

Camp Able gives me hope 
for a more accepting future.

Camp Able is hope.
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Camp is a place of 
welcoming and acceptance. 
It's a place filled with joy 
by both the campers and 
staff. "You're already home 
where you feel loved."
I am thankful for the 
smiles that Camp brings.

Today, when the police 
came to camp, they let him 
use the siren and as soon as 
he turned the siren on, his 
face lit up.
"Camp Able is a judgement 
free zone. I felt the most 
comfortable than I've ever 
felt here. Thank you for 
all the great memories." ~ 
Melissa Simmons

The best part of camp is 
the diversity of all of the 
campers.

I enjoy going on the field 
trips with all the campers.

"I love the energy of the 
campers that has been built 
up over the year." ~ Skye

"I love the new friendships 
made at camp." ~ Sarah
Camp Able is a place 
where I always feel loved 
and at home. Each and 
every person involved is 
truly able to come as they 
are.

Austin wanted the fire 
department to come back 
so he decided to try and 
pull the fire alarm.

We got Aidan in the 
firetruck despite the 
difficulty and he loved it.

My favorite part of every 
Camp Able is watching 
the wheelchair kids get 
carried up the waterslide 
and slide down. We are 
truly inclusive.
Camp is a place of peace 
and acceptance and is the 
best place in the world. 
This place is perfect way 
to describe camp in one 
word is love.

Camp Able breeds the 
inclusivity that the world 
needs. Everyone in. No 
one left out. Big love. 
Able love.

Camp Able has forever 
changed my live and 
continues to bless it every 
year.

Camp Able is a gift to the 
campers and counselors 
alike.
I love seeing the joy on 
all of the kids faces.
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Camp Able
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Camp DanceAble
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Can't get enough Big Love?
Download our app!

Need to give us 
a ring? You can 

call us at:

228-863-2611

Guess Who

Just a friendly reminder that 
not everyone has access to a 
can opener. If possible, please 
donate canned goods with 
pop-tops.

Remember to share warm 
fuzzies or they become cold 
pricklys. 

Food Pantry Suggestions:  Rice 
and beans. There is a current 
need for it.  If items are canned, 
please buy ones that are pop-
tops. All non-perishable foods 
are welcome.

• Played the flute in high school.

• Have been a member of St. 
Peter's By-the-Sea since I was in 
elementary school.

• Have been a pediatric nurse for 
eleven years.

• Agreed to marry spouse after 
knowing them for a month.

• Enjoys creating all forms of fiber 
art - mostly sewing, quilting, 
knitting, crochet, embroidery and 
cross-stitch.

Have you ever practiced 
centering prayer? It's 
a simple, silent, and 
beautiful way to enjoy our 
church and deepen your 
relationship with God. 
Starting on August 14, 
5:30 p.m. in the church! 

Just show up. I'll handle the rest. I'll talk for 
maybe 5 minutes.  Then we will sit together for 
20 minutes and leave in silence. You will notice 
the difference in your life later! Come join us. 
Reverend Liz

Congratulations to our very own 
Heather Rafferty Phillips for winning 
second place in the 2019 Sun Herald 
People's Choice Awards for Best 
Photographer!
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St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Mission Statement:
We are a community of faith that seeks to equip and nurture all persons to 
live out the love of God and to share the message of Jesus Christ through 
servant ministry to the greater community.

Prayer List

Mary Alice Bailey
Brett Nicholas
Deanie Wood
JoAnn VanAtta
Michele & Roger Klaes
Lee Hood
Sam Smith
Lynne Benvenutti
Vanessa Vincent
Celeste McInnis
Maria Watson
Debbie Anglin
Ruff Turner
Byron Reed
Libby Koch

PARISH FAMILY
Ricki & James Curtis
Ronnie Glass
Linda Ingles
Doris Welch
Pat Robertson
Andrew McElroy
Joy Smallwood
Rick Lyons
Sylvia Ballard
Harriet Humphreys
Jim Faulise
Evelyn Turner Echols
John Harrison Doucet
Cooper Cross
Marjorie Hendrickson
Joe Hendrickson
Joe & Karen Myers
Russell Curry
Liz Lassere
Mike Joyner
The Ray Family
Kathryn Ford
Margaret Davis
Dora Berry
Chanda Beard
Gloria Vincent
Alice Christian
Mollie Doucet
Foley Ranson
Jacquie Longacre
Jane Frederic
Jean Davis
Carrie Kelly

EXTENDED FAMILY
Brett Krass
Pat Tansey
Joey Ranson
Cliff & Beverly 
Jeffrey
Joshua Van Minsel
Anthony David
Adam Healy
Dakota Moorefield
Chase Young
Trey Romero
Jonah Hudson
Jonathan Case
Sam Forrer

SERVING OUR 
COUNTRY

Cindy Giglio
DeWayne Hamilton
Kathy Boone
Shelley Bailey
Christine Roberts
Anderson Mahoney
Chris Coombs
Kris Allen
Angel Schmermund
The Patterson 
Family
Frank Hill
Marsha Brown
Mendy Briscoe
Earl Bankston
George Tomlinson
David
Patton Tillman
Sam Lloyd
Beverly Weeks 
Tarver
Raleigh Wood
Shirley Dubuisson
Anna Claire Diaz
Helene Grik
Roy Fakoury
Boyd Benefield
Wanda Ragland
Pat Hassin
Cameron Carter
Johnnie Culpepper
The McArthur 
Family
Sam Gatti

COMMUNITY
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Please have your articles for the September 
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And he said to them,
“Follow me and I  
will make you fishers  
of men.”

Matthew 4:19


