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Surviving the Longest Winter
Good People, 
The winter was long this year. 
Longer than most. It wasn’t cold 
for long or for many days at a time. 
But it must’ve been the cravings 
that made it so soul-crushingly 
long. You know exactly about 
which cravings I speak. You’ve 
felt them too. You must 
have. But finally! That 
smell. You know the 
one that hits you when 
you walk into Rouses 
and all the receptors 
in your brain begin to 
fire while screaming 
into your conscious, 
“Crawfish!” 
“Just a few pounds,” I 
told myself. “Just to nibble 
on ‘til dinner.” And I stuck to it. 
Just a few pounds. We stood at the 
counter, standing over the trash 
can, peeling one after the other, 
until they were all gone. Then, as 
if we hadn’t eaten even one, the 
cravings started again.
It’s an old tale. A vicious cycle. 
But a good one. A delicious one. 
The taste of spring.

So, when my mom and sister came 
to town a few days ago asking me 
to decide what we were having for 
dinner, the answer came without a 
moment of discernment. Crawfish. 
Lots of it. Not just a few pounds 
before dinner. But FOR dinner. I 

searched the world wide web for 
local establishments 

slinging crawfish and 
price was no concern. 
I wanted the best. 
And mom was 
paying. The internet 
had decided that the 
Ole Biloxi Fillin 
Station was worth 

the drive to the other 
side of Biloxi. I had 

never been there but my 
family rarely shies away from 

adventure.
We loaded up into three cars and 
the caravan was on its way. It 
wasn’t easy. Roadblocks, red 
lights, detours, closed roads, and 
disagreeing GPS devices divided 
and distracted us. It took longer 
than we thought. We all arrived 
having traveled different paths and

The word, "Lent" 
comes from the 
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The Episcopal Church Women of St. Peter’s met on 
February 12, 2019. 

Officers elected for 2019 were: 
President - Ann Milsted 
Vice-President - Earline Sawyer 
Treasurer - Ruthie Murdock 
Secretary - Sandra Dowdle
 
The ECW is sponsoring a “Prayer Flag” project. A flag 
may be personalized with an intercessory prayer or a 
prayer of thanksgiving (however one wishes to do so, 
i.e. name, heart, prayer, etc.). The flags will then be 
displayed throughout the church area as a reminder of 
constant prayers being offered during Lent. Donations 
will be accepted for each flag and any funds received 
will be used for an ECW designated Outreach project.
 
The ECW voted to offer a Soup Supper for the first 
of the Lenten Wednesday Programs. We will meet 
on Tuesday, March 12 at Noon. Prior to the meeting, 
we will gather at 10:00 a.m. to prep the meal for 
Wednesday, March 13 (Loaded Potato Soup, salad and 
bread). So grab a sack lunch and join us on March 12.
 
The ECW set Saturday, March 9 as a “Clean Up” day 
during which a deep cleaning of the Sanctuary will 
be done. A list of projects needing to be done will be 
posted so that interested persons can sign up for what 
they wish to accomplish. It was noted that a project 
could be done independently of the set workday (i.e. 
weekday other than March 9, etc.). 

The ECW would like to thank out-going President, 
Audrey Montgomery, for all of her hard work these past 
18 months.
 
Remember all ladies of St. Peter’s, you are a 
member of the ECW, so 
please try to join us as we meet on the first Tuesday of 
each month at Noon. We are hoping to offer quarterly 
evening meetings as we do at Christmas, so if you have 
a program suggestion, please let one of the officers 
know.

VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS 
FEBRUARY, 2019 

 
The Vestry held its regularly scheduled 
meeting at the home of parishioners Ann 
Bowdenand Robert Galloway. The hosts, 
along with Jennifer Sanders, provided a 
delicious meal for the Vestry.
 
Among the actions taken by the Vestry: 
appointed Christie Yoste to fulfill the 
term of Mellody Jenkins, recently 
elected as Senior Warden appointed 
Carl Rackley, Treasurer and Ann 
Milsted, Clerk accepted quote of Coastal 
Windows for tinting the tall east and west 
side windows in the transoms near the 
main Altar updated account signatories, 
as well as establishing two new checking 
accounts adopted Housing Resolution for 
The Reverend Sanders.
 
Additionally, the Vestry received 
information on several matters including: 
Lent, 2019 March 9th Scheduled “Work/
Clean up” Day possible up-coming 
Repair/Maintenance projects Audit 
Committee Report addressing things that 
are going well/showing improvement as 
well as some areas of concern.
 
The Vestry must elect three (3) Delegates 
as well as three (3) Alternate Delegates 
to attend Diocesan Annual Council to be 
held in Tupelo, February 7-9, 2020, so if 
interested 
please let Father Sanders or a Vestry 
member know asap.
 
The Vestry expressed their thanks to our 
hosts, Ann and Robert, for opening their 
lovely home and to them and Jennifer for 
providing the delicious dinner.

ECW News
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Book Club

While we will not 
have our regular 
meeting in March, 
we will resume our 
meetings on the
first Thursday of 
the month in April.

Meetings and Books:
• March 7: No Meeting.
• March 28: Oliver Twist at USM 

(OLLI program)
• April 4: Sapiens by Yuval Noah 

Harari
• May 2: The Alice Network by Kate 

Quinn
• June 6: Beulah by Kee Sloan
• July/August No meetings
• September 5 Where the Crawdads 

Sing by Delia Owens

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind
This amazing book was written by a man 
who has the wonderful ability to take very 
complicated issues and explain them as 
very simple ideas. It is a stunning book, 
which explains how we humans got here 
and where we are headed. The author 
has a very unique and well-balanced 
view of history, and instead of merely 
listing events, he explains howand why 
they happened. Everyone will get a very 
good history lesson from this book, and 
learn a number of facts that are uniquely 
presented in this text. And he has a 
wonderful sense of humor!

In the spirit of a 
year of Comfort, so 
named by our Big 
Love, Father Patrick, 
Wednesdays 
in Lent this year will 
be all about calm and 
comfort! Comfort 
food, comforting ways of being 
closer to the Lord, comforting times together. 
 
We start Wednesdays in Lent, soup/salad 
provided by groups in the church on Wednesday, 
March 13 at 5:30 pm. This first soup dinner 
will be done by the ECW. Thanks y'all! and the 
program will be a bit of a foray into Brother 
Roger and the beautiful music of Taize'. 
Please join us every Wednesday for the next 40 
days and find some comfort and care. 
 
Two words: comfort and calm that promise to 
help us to lower those shoulders and breath 
deeply. 
 
With His comforting love and calm, 
Reverend Liz

Hi from Rev. Liz!

The topic of this Lent is Calm and 
finding your inner peace. The talks 
this Lent will be Compline and 
we'll be looking at four different 
communities and their version of 
Compline
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"A true glimpse of the kingdom, 
where unconditional love and 
acceptance simply pours out of 
some pretty incredible humans." 
~ Anna Katherine, Former 
Permanent Staff

"Camp is gives me time to be with 
other people who I haven't seen 
in a year." ~ Kimbriel, Guest at 
Special Session

CBG Testimonials

"CBG is one of the very few 
places I can call Heaven on 
Earth." ~ Ajia, Staff Member

"Camp Bratton-Green is my 
home away from home." ~ April, 
Staff Member

"CBG is the place where I met 
my best friends, and my wife!" 
~ Brent, Former Permanent 
Staff
"Camp Bratton-Green means a 
good time around great people! 
I feel helpful and that I'm doing 
God's work." ~ Landry, 11

"Camp Bratton-Green is my 
happy place. I feel loved at 
CBG." ~ Cohen, 9

"CBG is the first place I truly 
found God. It is the place 
where I can BE STILL." ~ 
Renee, Staff Member
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"Presents." ~ Ames

"Loving somebody." ~ 
Landry

"Is me." ~ Miles

"Loving people." ~ RJ

"Being kind." ~ Olivia

"Baby, don't hurt me no more." 
~ Taylor

"Being kind to each other." ~ 
Samantha

What is love?

"Sharing and giving to 
somebody." ~ Gaines

"Makes you feel happy." ~ 
Johnnie "Baby, don't hurt me." ~ Jax

Seek and Shine

"Family." ~ Bonnie

"The world." ~ Asher

"Family." ~ Mary Swinton

"Hearts, people hugging." 
~ Lucy

"Kindness." ~ Isobel

"Family." ~ Harris

Pre-EYC and Rendezvous 
will be on Sunday, March 
17. We will meet at the 
church at 5 p.m. until 7 p.m. 
Hope to see you there!

Episcopal Ladies Night Out will be on 
March 26 at 27th 
Avenue Bistro.

Men's Grillin' 
Group will also 
take place on 
March 26 at St. 
Peter's By-the-Sea.
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"Legos." ~ Mirabella

"Mrs. Cheryl reading to me." 
~ Pearl

"Giving a hug." ~ Hiram

"Love is patient." ~ Coerte

"Cheering someone up when 
they're sad." ~ Anna

"A kindness." ~ Lottye

What is love?

"Being nice to someone." ~ Liza

"Playing with friends." ~ 
Amelia

"Sharing." ~ Dorothy

"Friendship." ~ Arielle

"Kindness." ~ Liliana

"Hearts." ~ Amelia

"When you really like 
somebody." ~ Kaiden

"When you like something a 
lot." ~ Landon

"Baby, don't hurt me." ~ Jax Hey Everybody, Happy Lent! This Spring EYC we 
have been having a lot of fun! We have gone to play 
paintball, we’ve played games at the church, and 
we’ve enjoyed some really good food! 
Thank you to all who have made dinner for us. If 
Sundays are difficult for you to come, and youare in 
high school. I encourage you to come to hang out 
with our service based high school crew that meets on 
Wednesday’s in the Pass @Trinity. Please come join 
us, 5th-12th grades! Please contact me if you want to 
be added to the group text, (228)-596-9118.

Seek and Shine
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Surviving continued from page 1

and at different times. After all 
that, joyfully, the feast was laid 
before us and we ate as if we 
had just survived the longest 
winter of our lives. Because we 
had. We survived the division 
and the distraction. Not because 
we were organized or of the 
same mind. We made it because 
we shared one thing. A common 
destination. We were oriented 
towards the table. Towards feast 
and joy. 

It is not lost on me that this 
is precisely the experience of 
searching for the Kingdom of 
God in community. Divided 
minds, distractions, differing 
opinions about the nature of 
God, the direction of a country 
and the state of the world, 
opposing views on liturgical 
style, varied musical tastes, and 
wildly out-of-sync rhythms of 
life. We might get there having 
traveled different roads and 
we may just arrive at different 
times. But what lies ahead is 
feast and joy. We need only 
a common destination, to be 
oriented towards the table 
where our God sits and serves 
up the taste of spring. Delicious 
redemption and release. I bet 
there will be crawfish.  
 
Big Love! 
 
Father Patrick

Our very own Ella Touchstone 
is one of the three finalists for 
the I AM SPORT AWARD. 
This competition was created to 
honor high school students who 
are committed to giving back to 
the youth in their communities. 
High school students from all 

over Mississippi were nominated for this award. Ella is a 
Straight A student who gives back to her community all 
year long.  
 
Here are some of the many ways Ella gives back to the 
youth in her community: member of the Mayor's Youth 
Council for the city of Long Beach, working with her 
administration on an assembly raising awareness for 
inclusivity amongst peers, helps with Chris's Kids, staffs 
Camp Able, worked with Camp DanceAble, is a member 
of her EYC and serves as an acolyte at church.

"It feels pretty weird and great at the same time," Ella 
said. "I'm nominated for things I LOVE doing, so that 
feels a little weird. But weird is good in this situation and 
I'm grateful for everyone voting and getting me here."

I AM SPORT Finalist - Ella Touchstone
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Can't get enough Big Love?
Download our app!

Need to give us 
a ring? You can 

call us at:

228-863-2611

Guess Who from January

Just a friendly reminder that 
not everyone has access to a 
can opener. If possible, please 
donate canned goods with 
pop-tops. Food Pantry Suggestions:  

Nuts, crackers, granola 
bars, peanut butter, 
canned or dried fruits or 
canned beans.  If items 

are canned, please buy ones that are 
pop-tops. All non-perishable foods are 
welcome.

Justin Chewning

Are you searching for 
something more?  Want to 
enhance your spirituality?  
Want to open your heart more 
fully to the love of Christ?  
Then please consider attending 

the upcoming Cursillo weekend, March 28-
31.  You will experience the love and grace 
of Christ like never before!

To attend, you need to have a sponsor.  You 
can contact Jane Glenn, Gail Hendrickson, 
Liz Jones, Debbie Anglin, Jim or Judy 
Ownbey or many of our parishioners who 
have attended a Cursillo weekend.  We 
would be happy to talk to you about it!  
Applications are being taken now.  You can 
fill them out on line or print and mail them 
in.  This will be the best gift you’ve ever 
given yourself!  You can find out more at 
our diocesan website: 
http://cursillo.dioms.org/
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St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Mission Statement:
We are a community of faith that seeks to equip and nurture all persons to 
live out the love of God and to share the message of Jesus Christ through 
servant ministry to the greater community.

Prayer List

Mary Alice Bailey
Brett Nicholas
Deanie Wood
JoAnn VanAtta
Michele & Roger Klaes
Lee Hood
Sam Smith
Lynne Benvenutti
Vera Edwards
Vanessa Vincent
Celeste McInnis
Becca Gerardine
Maria Watson
Ajia Wood

PARISH FAMILY
Ricki & James Curtis
Ronnie Glass
Linda Ingles
Bobby Peden
Doris Welch
Pat Robertson
Andrew McElroy
Joy Smallwood
Rick Lyons
Sylvia Ballard
Harriet Humphreys
Jim Faulise
Evelyn Turner Echols
John Harrison Doucet
Cooper Cross
Marjorie Hendrickson
Joe Hendrickson
Joe & Karen Myers
Russell Curry
Liz Lassere
Mike Joyner
The Ray Family
Kathryn Ford
Margaret Davis
Dora Berry
Chanda Beard
Gloria Vincent
The Kane Family
Jacquie Longacre
Alice Christian
Mollie Doucet
Richard & Muriel 
Macksoud

EXTENDED FAMILY
Brett Krass
Pat Tansey
Joey Ranson
Cliff & Beverly 
Jeffrey
Joshua Van Minsel
Anthony David
Adam Healy
Dakota Moorefield
Chase Young
Trey Romero
Jonah Hudson
Jonathan Case

SERVING OUR 
COUNTRY

Cindy Giglio
DeWayne Hamilton
Kathy Boone
Shelley Bailey
Christine Roberts
Anderson Mahoney
Chris Coombs
The Day Family
Louis Bell
The Parker Family
Kris Allen
Angel Schmermund
The Patterson 
Family
Frank Hill
Anna
Marsha Brown
Mendy Briscoe
Earl Bankston
George Tomlinson
David
Patton Tillman
Sam Lloyd
Beverly Weeks 
Tarver
Raleigh Wood

COMMUNITY
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Please have your articles for the April Key 
submitted by March 22. Thanks!
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And he said to them,
“Follow me and I  
will make you fishers  
of men.”

Matthew 4:19


