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Strange and Holy
I guess I will have to wait for my 
youngest child to finish college 
(assuming that’s how things go) for 
the rhythm of a year to change. For 
as long as I can remember I have 
lived my life in semesters and 
summers. Little sections of the 
year. Each with their own chal-
lenges, victories, and cli-
mates, some cold, some 
wet, some dry, some 
long, some so fleeting 
I couldn’t grab the 
moments as they shot 
past. Some I remem-
ber so clearly because 
of some deep pain or 
heartbreak. Others for 
their off-the-chain type 
of joy. Still others for the 
excitement of change, of 
locations, jobs, communities, 
opportunities, new ministries, new 
friends, new passions. And that’s 
just the big stuff. There are other 
things like new dwelling places, 
new restaurants, new music scenes, 
and new views. All of a sudden 
taking a new road to work or school 
or both. Getting lost in entirely new 
neighborhoods. It was always so 

confusing at first, the newness. 
The one constant, however, the one 
thing I could count on to be 
similar, where I always knew I’d 
find family, was the Episcopal 
Church. There was one in every 
place. Holy Trinity, Vicksburg. 

Ascension and Trinity, 
Hattiesburg. St. Peter’s, 

Oxford. St. Patrick’s, 
Long Beach. St. 
James’, Austin. St. 
James’ and 
Redeemer, 
Greenville. St. 
John’s, Leland. St. 

Timothy’s, 
Southaven. Holy 

Cross, Olive Branch. St. 
Peter’s By The Sea, 

Gulfport. None of these were 
perfect places but they were holy. 
They were not filled with perfect 
people but we were holy people. 
We didn’t always do the right thing 
but we always did what we thought 
was the holy thing. Yet, even in 
those places, the seasons changed. 
Semesters and summers brought 
with them a new pace,
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Easter Egg Hunt
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Congratulations to our 
very own Ella Touchstone 
for taking home the "I 
AM SPORT" Award. 

"I AM SPORT" honors 
high school athletes that 
give back to the youth 
in their communities. 
Athletes all over the state 

of Mississippi were nominated.

Ella thanked all of her voters and her mom 
for being the recipient of the "I AM SPORT" 
award.

Heather helped promote Ella's nomination 
by posting "40 days of memes" to remind 
everyone to vote for Ella.

In honor of Ella's win, the top four favorite 
memes can be found on page 20. 
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The Vestry met on Tuesday, April 16, 2019. The meeting 
began in the Sanctuary with the members of the Vestry 
walking the Stations of the Cross. We then reconvened in 
the Parish Hall.
 
The Junior Warden reported on the many recent 
Maintenance/Repair issues:
 
leaks in the Church
completed the power washing of the church 
completed the outdoor work day 
new AC unit installed in the Kitchen 
completed the installation of the hallway lighting in the 
Parish Hall
 
Father Sanders reported on the successful Camp Able 
Fund Raiser held recently. 
Father Sanders and family will be going to Sewanee for a 
few days vacation the week after Holy Week and Easter. 
The Vestry met on Tuesday, May 21, 2019. The Vestry 
accepted the proposal from Pearl River Glass Studio to 
repair the bowed stained glass window in the Sanctuary. 
Review of the Calendar
 
June 6-12 Father Sanders at CBG for Special Session 
June 16 Father Sanders will begin Confirmation Classes 
during the Sunday 
School hour in anticipation of the August 4th visit of 
Bishop Seage.
 
He noted that persons interested in Confirmation, 
Reaffirmation or Reception are encouraged to attend 
these sessions which will run through the end of July. He 
also noted that we will consecrate a new Baptismal Font 
for the Chapel which is being given to honor the memory 
of Candace Ozerden on August 4th as well.
 
June 17-20 Vacation Bible School 
June 24-28 Camp Able 
July 4 Fourth of July fun at the church sponsored by the 
Bell Choir 
Camp DanceAble occurs in July as well
 
Father Sanders noted that he has been asked to “supply” 
at Nativity, Greenwood for a few days in July while their 
priest in on sabbatical so that he might assist this parish 
with the incorporation of special needs persons with their 
VBS. 
In light of the many upcoming activities, the Vestry 
will not hold a “formal” meeting in June and will be 
scheduling the July meeting at a later date.

REMEMBER TO WEAR RED!!!! 
This past month 
has been a time 
of hellos and 
goodbyes. Beloved 
family members 
and friends have 
gone home to be 
with God; precious 
children have all 
graduated or matriculated to the next 
grade. It is a time of great change when 
we stop to look and notice that life has 
altered once more. 
Just the same for the disciples! In these 
Great 50 Days of Easter, Jesus has 
returned in all His glory, only to go 
away again. How very disconcerting 
for them and for us.  
 
Yet he did not leave us comfortless. He 
promised to ask God to send us God's 
Holy Spirit, to be both a comforter and 
guide for them and miraculously - for 
US!  
 
And so we celebrate. This year our 
celebration of that Holy Comforter will 
happen on Sunday, June 9 at both the 
8:00 and 10:30 services! This Sunday 
is called Pentecost and it is known 
as the birthday of the church. Many 
churches have birthday cake at coffee 
hour!!! And there is one more really 
important detail - 
WEAR SOMETHING RED! It is the 
tradition in the Episcopal church to 
celebrate this powerful Spirit in our 
lives, by wearing RED, the symbol 
of the FIRE of the Holy Spirit in our 
lives, EMPOWERING US TO DO HIS 
GOOD WORK IN THE WORLD! 

Pentecost Sunday
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Book Club

The Book Club 
will be meeting in 
the parlor at 10 am 
on Thursday, May 
2, when we will 
be discussing The 
Alice Network by 
Kate Quinn. 
 
Meetings and Books:     
June 6        Beulah by Kee Sloan 
July/August    No meetings 
September 5    Where the Crawdads Sing 
by Delia Owens 
 
Synopsis:
 
Beulah
 
Now twenty-five years old, Buddy Hinton 
is a newly ordained priest in the Episcopal 
Church. While seminary prepared him 
for ministry in small congregations in 
Mississippi, it is his experiences with the 
people he encounters along his journey, 
in a little village in the mountains of 
Honduras, at a summer camp for people 
with disabilities, and on the steps of 
his own church, that open his eyes to 
the mysteries and realities of life, love, 
ministry, and God. This delightful 
sequel to JABBOK continues to inspire 
connection and encourage understanding. 
 

June has always 
been a very 
important time 
for me. 
I was born in 
June, ordained 
to Deaconate 
and later to 
Priesthood in 
June. 
For all of us its a time of completion and 
new beginnings. I'd like to tell you about a 
new beginning for us at St. Peter's. I've had 
the privilege over the years, of serving on 
CREDO, which is a wonderful gift of the 
pension fund to the clergy. 
 
One of the best parts of that week at 
CREDO is a Eucharist with healing 
stations for those who want prayer. Patrick 
and I have talked and decided to offer the 
same to you. With the help of three clergy 
who belong to St. Peter's, The Rev. Wayne 
Nicholson, The Rev. Rod Rishel, and me, 
during the Eucharist on Sundays, we will 
have a small healing center in the back of 
the church. 
 
Look for one of us by the candle tree and 
stop for a prayer if you wish. 
 
Thanks, everyone for always caring and 
supporting our wonderful church. 
The Rev. Liz G. Jones 

Hi from Rev. Liz!

Congratulations to our high school graduates

Grant Williams

William Weber

Austin Gottschlich
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The Vestry met on Tuesday, April 16, 2019. The 
meeting began in the Sanctuary with the members 
of the Vestry walking the Stations of the Cross. We 
then reconvened in the Parish Hall.
 
The Junior Warden reported on the many recent 
Maintenance/Repair issues: 

• leaks in the Church, an insurance claim has 
been started 

• completed the power washing of the church 

• completed the outdoor work day 

• new AC unit installed in the Kitchen 

• completed the installation of the hallway 
lighting in the Parish Hall 

Father Sanders reported on the successful Camp 
Able Fund Raiser held recently. 
Father Sanders and family will be going to 
Sewanee for a few days vacation the week after 
Holy Week and Easter.

April Vestry
The Episcopal Church Women of 
St. Peter’s By-The-Sea gathered 
at the lovely home of Lenny and 
Earline Sawyer on May 14, 2019, for 
a Spring Potluck Luncheon. ECW 
members and their spouses enjoyed 
a delicious 
meal in 
beautiful 
surroundings 
and we offer 
thanks to 
Earline for 
hosting this 
event. 
 
The ECW would like to thank all 
who supported the Lenten Prayer 
Flag project. The colorful flags are 
now displayed around the shoofly. 
A portion of the proceeds was 
earmarked for an outreach project. At 
the May meeting, those in attendance 
voted to co-sponsor with the 
Outreach Committee a “Corporate 
Sponsorship” of a Golf Tournament 
to be held in June benefitting 
Rebekah House. Father Sanders will 
lead a group of four dedicated golfers 
representing St. Peter’s at the event. 
 
Additionally in May, the ECW, on 
behalf of St. Peter’s, presented Bibles 
to our graduating Seniors. The ECW 
will meet in the Parish Hall on June 
11, 2019. All ladies are invited to 
bring a sack lunch and join us in the 
Parish Hall.

ECW News

I can't believe it's been two years 
since I took over The Key. It''s 
been such an honor being y'all's 
newsletter editor. Since I've 
become newsletter editor, I have 
changed the format of the first 
page, implemented the Seek and 
Shine column, revived Edwin 
Graham's "Guess Who" column 
and enlarged the calendar on the back.

I can't wait to see what the future holds. I am 
always open to suggestions. Please feel free to 
contact me if you have any suggestions on how to 
make The Key better. I love y'all!!
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VBS News

VBS decorating will be held this Saturday 
beginning at 10AM and Sunday at 2:30 pm 

for those who would like 
to volunteer to help. We 
have two weekends left to 
decorate before VBS begins 
so helping hands are greatly 
appreciated.

continued from page 1

 a new goal, or a new situation. And 
in the midst of what felt so familiar, 
something strange happened. The 
spirit moved. She asked us to be new. 
To change. To be strange. 

Summer is coming. Or shall I say 
it is here? Vacation Bible School is 
upon us. And it will be strange. It 
will be holy! Camp Able is right after 
that. It will certainly be strange. And 
it too will be holy! Confirmation, 
reaffirmation, and reception classes 
are around the corner. I’m teaching 
them so you know they will be 
strange. But inquiring minds and 
discerning hearts will be there so they 
will be holy! Our spaces will look 
a little different. There will be new 
faces looking for the love of God 
in our faces. And they will find it. 
Because you are holy! 
 
Big Love! 
 
Father Patrick

St. Peter’s 2019 
Vacation Bible 
School, “ROAR - 
Life is Wild, God is 
Great!” will be held 
June 17-20 from 
5:30-8 pm for ages 
three through fifth 
grade.  
 
 This year we will 
explore Africa and the mighty animals 
that make this continent their home as we 
learn about Moses and how God used him 
in a mighty way to lead his people out of 
slavery in Egypt to make the long journey 
to the Promised Land.  Through Bible 
stories, arts and crafts, science experiments, 
games, music, skits and treasure hunts led 
by our very own “Indiana Jones,” children 
will learn that although life is wild, God is 
GOOD! 
 
Supper will be served each evening at 
5:30, and our VBS will culminate with 
the children singing the songs they have 
learned at the Sunday, June 23 worship 
service.  
 
 Registration is underway now!!!!! Call the 
church office at 238-863-2611 for more 
information.    

We're so excited 
for Camp Able to 
be back! Camp 
Able is a day-
camp that caters 
to children with 
diverse-abilities. 
It provides an 
environment 
to foster the 
relationships 
between camper 
and staff member 

and allows everyone to thrive. Camp Able 
will take place June 24-28 this year.
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"Make him watch Baby 
Shark." ~ Merritt

"Talk to him." ~ Mary Swinton

"Take him to the park." ~ 
Sophia, Hope, and Parker

If Jesus came to visit you for a day, what would you want to do?
Seek and Shine

"Go swimming." ~ Samantha

"Cook with him." ~ Ames

"Bring him to Jax's house to play 
Fortnite." ~ Asher

"Have a big party." ~ Pearl

"Dress-up party." ~ Mirabella

"Play." ~ Arielle

"Make him have supper." ~ RJ

"Have supper and ask him what 
heaven's like." ~ Bonnie

"Ask him if he's seen my dad." ~ Olivia

"Be sweet with him." ~ Landry

"Feed him chicken." ~ Hiram

"Play with him." ~ Amelia E.

"Ride a scooter with him." ~ 
Dorothy

"Play at the park." ~ Amelia

"Go to church." ~ Jax

"Go to the waterpark." ~ Miles

"I would ask him many 
questions." ~ Gaines
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Ella's 40 Days of Memes - Top 4

The Key • page 20



A Lay Readers’ conference to train in reading various types of scriptural formats—prose, 
poetry, and narration and leading worship is scheduled for June 1st.  The program will be from 
8:30 to 1 PM.  Lunch will be offered.

Registration is requested.  Email St Pierre’s to register:  adeleblair@yahoo.com.  The schedule 
is as follows:

8:30 AM Welcome and Morning Prayer
   Session I The Reverend Dr. Harold Roberts

9:45-10 AM Break I

10:00-11:00  Session II The Reverend Wayne Ray, Ph.D.

11:00-11:15 Break II

11:15-12:15 Session III Fr. Ray

Lunch and Dismissal

Have a friend or family member that is going to Camp Bratton-Green this summer? Consider 
writing to them! Getting mail is a fun surprise for both campers and staff. So get those pens out 
and write to them! 

"Camper Name"
c/o Camp Bratton-Green

"Session Attending"
157 Gray Center Rd South

Canton, MS 39046
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Can't get enough Big Love?
Download our app!

Need to give us 
a ring? You can 

call us at:

228-863-2611

Guess Who from April

Just a friendly reminder that 
not everyone has access to a 
can opener. If possible, please 
donate canned goods with 
pop-tops.

Even the rabbits inhibit 
their habits when carrots are 
green.

Food Pantry 
Suggestions:  Rice 
and beans. There is 
a current need for it.  
If items are canned, 
please buy ones that 
are pop-tops. All non-perishable foods 
are welcome.

David Glass

The application form for the 2020 Honduras 
Medical Mission was uploaded  and is 
accessible for all who want to volunteer to 
serve.  Here is the link: https://www.dioms.
org/Ministries/honduras.html

To find it on the diocesan website, click on 
Ministries tab and scroll to Honduras Medical 
Mission.

The mission needs support personnel 
(MacGyver-types), physicians, dentists, 
dental hygienists, veterinarians, pharmacists 
and translators.  There is always a mix of old 
hands and new people on every 
mission.
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St. Peter’s by-the-Sea Mission Statement:
We are a community of faith that seeks to equip and nurture all persons to 
live out the love of God and to share the message of Jesus Christ through 
servant ministry to the greater community.

Prayer List

Mary Alice Bailey
Brett Nicholas
Deanie Wood
JoAnn VanAtta
Michele & Roger Klaes
Lee Hood
Sam Smith
Lynne Benvenutti
Vanessa Vincent
Celeste McInnis
Maria Watson
Ajia Wood
Debbie Anglin
Ruff Turner
Byron Reed

PARISH FAMILY
Ricki & James Curtis
Ronnie Glass
Linda Ingles
Bobby Peden
Doris Welch
Pat Robertson
Andrew McElroy
Joy Smallwood
Rick Lyons
Sylvia Ballard
Harriet Humphreys
Jim Faulise
Evelyn Turner Echols
John Harrison Doucet
Cooper Cross
Marjorie Hendrickson
Joe Hendrickson
Joe & Karen Myers
Russell Curry
Liz Lassere
Mike Joyner
The Ray Family
Kathryn Ford
Margaret Davis
Dora Berry
Chanda Beard
Gloria Vincent
Alice Christian
Mollie Doucet
Foley Ranson
Jacquie Longacre
Jane Frederic
Jean Davis

EXTENDED FAMILY
Brett Krass
Pat Tansey
Joey Ranson
Cliff & Beverly 
Jeffrey
Joshua Van Minsel
Anthony David
Adam Healy
Dakota Moorefield
Chase Young
Trey Romero
Jonah Hudson
Jonathan Case
Sam Forrer

SERVING OUR 
COUNTRY

Cindy Giglio
DeWayne Hamilton
Kathy Boone
Shelley Bailey
Christine Roberts
Anderson Mahoney
Chris Coombs
The Day Family
Louis Bell
The Parker Family
Kris Allen
Angel Schmermund
The Patterson 
Family
Frank Hill
Anna
Marsha Brown
Mendy Briscoe
Earl Bankston
George Tomlinson
David
Patton Tillman
Sam Lloyd
Beverly Weeks 
Tarver
Raleigh Wood
Shirley Dubuisson
Anna Claire Diaz
Helene Grik
Roy Fakoury

COMMUNITY
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Please have your articles for the July Key 
submitted by June 22. Thanks!
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And he said to them,
“Follow me and I  
will make you fishers  
of men.”

Matthew 4:19


